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The Bridge 


By Jonathan Beansifter 
1 Corinthians 1:24; John 14:6 


ETWEEN the righteousness of God 
And all that’s best in man 
There is a chasm deep and wide 
That only God can span. 
If man was ever to be saved 
Across this chasm vast, 
The wisdom and the power of God 
Were needed for the task. 
But God so loved us erring ones, 
His creatures that were lost, 
That Christ came down to bridge the gulf 
So all who would could cross. 
The Word of God declares the truth, 
There is no way but this 
To get across the gulf of sin 
From earth to Heaven’s bliss. 


Ww 
An Explorer's Optimism 


Adventurers, travelers, and explor- 


, ers often display a persistence and en- 


durance that may both illustrate and 
Stimulate the courage needed in the 
Christian life. While some, like Sir John 
Franklin in the Northwest, have been 
humble Christians, not all have been 
believers and therefore were not sus- 
tained by that inner strength which is 
available by faith to every child of God. 
A recent issue of Time (Oct. 10) con- 
tained magnificent colored pictures of 
our western country which was traver- 
Sed by Captain Meriwether Lewis and 
2nd Lieut. William Clark on their long 


trek to the Pacific coast (1803-1806). 
Excerpts from their journal, in quaint 
English and unconventional spelling, 
accompanied the beautiful photographs. 
Under that of the Missouri Canyon near 
the Judith River, Montana, is this: 
“While I viewed these mountains I felt 
a secret pleasure in finding myself so 
near the head of the heretofore con- 
ceived boundless Missouri; but when I 
reflected on the difficulties which this 
... barrier would most probably throw 
in my way to the Pacific, and the suffer- 
ings and hardships of myself and party 
in them, it in some measure counter- 
ballanced the joy I had felt in the first 
moments in which I gazed on them; but 
as I have always held it a crime to an- 
ticipate evils I will believe it a good 
comfortable road until I am compelled to 
believe differently.” (Though the first 
person is used, it is not clear which one 
of the officers made this cheerful state- 


% 


ment.) This should be a chastening 
thought to Christian workers, for it is to 
be feared that many of us could not 
honestly say, “I have always held it a 
crime to anticipate evils.” Yet it is both 
wrong and weakening, for none of us 
knows what really lies ahead of us, and 
we cannot receive from God in advance 
the strength to meet next week’s trial. 
There may not be any severe trial in the 
next ten days, but if there is, then we 
shall find His grace sufficient, as we trust 
Him. Let us think of His great love for 
us, and the love we should have for 
Him, and remember that love “beareth 
all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things” (1 Cor. 13: 
7). Let us also remember such gracious 
words as these: “Be strong and of a good 
courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: 
for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth 
go with thee; he wil] not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee” (Deut. 31:6). 


The Imperishable Life 


By Arthur Hedley 


“Though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day” (2 
Cor 4:16). . 


E material@t denies the existence 

of the soul, and declares that man 
has merely a material body which 
must ultimately decay and die, and in 
due time return to its original elements. 
It is a miserable, hopeless creed, for it 
offers no hope or comfort to that vast 
host of sufferers who have known so 
little joy in this present life. How true 
are Paul’s words to believers: “If in this 
life only we have hope in Christ, we are 
of all men most miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19). 
One writer has said, that “one great de- 
fect of Russian Communism is that it will 
not face up to the tragedy of death, 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Whereby are given unto us ex- 
ceeding great and precious prom- 
ises: that by these ye might be 
partakers of the divine nature” 
(2 Pet. 1:4). 























which cuts men off from ever enjoying 
the promised heaven on earth, which 
Marx substituted for the Celestial City 
revealed in the Word.” Since the Com- 
munist believes that God is a myth and 
that death is the end of all things it is 
not surprising he has no sense of sin, of 
esponsibility to God. But is it not true, 
that many professed believers in God and 
in eternal life live and act as though the 
body is everything and the soul nothing? 
Never was so much attention given to 
the nourishing, cleansing, and adornment 
of the outward man and so little atten- 
tion given to the welfare of the soul. 
What profits it to have a healthy body, a 
beautiful form, if the soul is starved and 
full of evil and ugly things! 

Speaking for believers, Paul declares 
they have both an outward man and an 
inner, both a soul and a body. While 
the one perishes, the other is renewed; 
while the one ig enfeebleg, the other is 
strengthened; while the one grows old 
and decays, the other renews its youth 
and is invigorated. Everything reminded 
Paul of the decay of his body. His self- 
sacrificial labors, his long and arduous 
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missionary journeys, his many privations 


and sufferings for Christ’s sake, had all . 


left their mark on his outward frame. 
He is “always bearing about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus” (2 Cor. 4: 
10). He had in his body the marks which 
showed he was exposed to tome of the 
same physical sufferings as the Lord 
Jesus endured. He could say, “I bear in 
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus” 
(Gal. 6:17); and he fully expected, soon 
or late, to suffer a violent death for the 
sake of his Saviour. 
posed to death, and always suffering in 
a manner that was equivalent to dying. 
He could truly say, “I die daily” (1 Cor. 
15:31; 2 Cor. 11:23). 


Everything serves to remind us that 
the outward man and all that is material 
is decaying and passing away, for “the 
things which are seen are temporal” 
(2 Cor. 4:18). All that the eye can see 
is short-lived, a passing show, a-bird on 
the wing, a vapor seen for a moment and 
then it vanishes (Jas, 4:14). The “out- 
ward man,” the material framework of 
the body, is undergoing a gradual proc- 
ess of decay. Man reaches the fulness 
of his physical powers, then begins an 
unconscious process of decay. The time 
comes when he is too conscious of his 
infirmities to deny he is growing old. 
The visible man feels the wear and 
weight of years; the friction of life grad- 
ually exhausts; the eye grows dim, the 
ear loses its sensitiveness, the limbs miss 
their firmness and flexibility, the feet 
their lightness and fleetness. It is char- 
acteristic of. the “outward man” that it 
grows old; becomes weak and feeble; 
loses its vigor and elasticity, and ulti- 
mately dies, 

But we turn to the brighter side. While 
Paul was conscious of the decay of his 
mortal body, he knew “the inward man 
is renewed day by day.” He knew the 
process of renewal in the inner man was 
as constant as the process of decay in 
the body. The higher spiritual life of 
the soul was daily passing through suc- 
cessive stages of renewal, gaining fresh 
energies. As Paul drew nearer to death 
and to Heaven, the life of the soul was 
strengthened and invigorated; it was fit- 
ted for its flight to the eternal world. In 
a progressive Christian soul there is no 
decay, but a constant growth in love, 
humility, patience, and the inner man 
grows in the likeness of the Lord Jesus. 
It is only the outside that perishes, The 
tree loses its leaves and seems dead and 
bare, but it has life within itself which 
will break into joyous beauty again 
when the springtime comes; the very 
flowers drop their seed and live again; 
nature only casts its garments and sleeps 
awhile, and awakes again, when morn- 
ing comes, ag strong gnd beautiful as 
ever. So the believer in union with 
Christ has the life of Christ within the 
soul and this life is eternal (1 John 5:11, 
12). Read the farewell letter of “Paul 
the aged,” aged prematurely in the ser- 


He was always ex-. 
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vice of his Lord, and note how full of 
faith, hope, and courage it is. There is 
no decaying of spirit here. He is ready 
for martyrdom, knowing the ax of the 
executioner cannot destroy the “inner 
man.” “Absent from the body . .. pres- 
ent with the Lord” is to be his glorious 
destiny, for the soul is imperishable. He 
who is growing in soul, and living for 
the things unseen and eternal, becomes 
calm, serene, and cheerful with the pass- 
ing years, knowing “the best is yet to 
be.” 

This spiritual renewal is progressive 
and constant, “day by day.” The funda- 
mental idea is that this renewal does not 
accomplish itself at a bound, but by slow 
stages. God does not perfect the soul 
at a stroke, but by constant and protrac- 
ted discipline. Little by little does God 
by His Holy Spirit bring out the infinite 
beauty and life of the soul. But we must 
remember this progressive renewal is 
only possible while we adopt the means 
available. It is by daily communion 
with Christ through prayer and the 
Word; by daily contemplation of things 
eternal; by the daily putting off of the 
old man and the daily putting on of the 
new that the soul is beautified, perfected. 
It is sadly possible by inattention, by our 
prayerlessness, our insincerity, our 
worldliness, for the soul to become 
dwarfed and weak. If we do not play 
our part, then the inner man will not be 
renewed and there will be retrogression. 
Only as we avail ourselves of the means 
of grace God has promised will the soul 
be renewed daily. Then at last the inner 
man will find full scope for its life and 
energy in Heaven, its final and eternal 
home, 
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Notes on Open Letters 


The Faculty of Conscience 


I would like to discussed in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. TrMEs conscience, feel- 
ings, emotions, doubts. Does God 
speak or try to speak to man through 
conscience, feelings, or emotions, or 
doubts; trying to tell man of sins he 
may be committing, which are not 
mentioned in the Bible? Would God 
tell a person through conscience, feel- 
ings, doubt, or emotions that a certain 
prayer will not be answered? 

Supposing that, after reading Sev- 
enth-Day Adventist material, con- 
science, feeling, or emotion told you 
to observe the seventh day. Suppose 
conscience, feeling, or emotions said 
not to read a Sunday paper on Mon- 
day; a Monday paper published on 
Sunday; a paper containing liquor ads; 
purchase a television set on account of 
liquor ads; mail a letter so it would 
travel on the Sabbath. There are so 
many ways to sin, which were un- 
known when the Bible was written. 

There is an old saying, “Give God 
the benefit of the doubt.” Allow 
doubt, conscience, feelings, and emo- 
tions to have free play, and the only 
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way to be af peace with God would 

necessitate leaving civilization behind, 

becoming a hermit, and living in a 

monastery.—A New York reader. 

God probably does speak to man 
through all four of the mental exer- 
cises mentioned by this reader, if by 
“doubts” he means, not unbelief, but 
sincere questions as to what is right or 
wrong. But unless all these activities 
of the soul are controlled and guided 
by the Spirit of God through the Word 
of God, they will certainly bring a man 
into confusion and bondage. 

It is conceivable that God might give 
a person a conviction that a certain 
prayer will not be answered; but it is 
much better to trust the promises of 
God than our feelings. If there seems 
to be good reason for believing that a 
certain request will not be answered, 
then it is better to stop making it. 

The Christian’s only safe guide is the 
Scriptures. Therefore, a believer should 
be guided as to his day of worship by 
the New Testament teachings for this 
present age of grace. These clearly show 
that we are not to observe the seventh 
day, or the old Jewish Sabbath, but that 
we are to worship and serve God in a 
special way on the first day of the week. 

It is true that many inventions and 
commonplace things of our modern life 
were not mentioned in the Bible. But 
it must be remembered that the Bible 
is a book of principles, which we must 
learn to apply to our daily life under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The 
wisdom of God is shown in having the 
Bible written in this way, so that it ap- 
plies to the circumstances of all the cen- 
turies, and not only to certain periods. 
If God had directed men to take up, 
one by one, all the problems of all the cen- 
turies, there would be no end to the num- 
ber of volumes, and the average Christian 
never could read them all. It is a bless- 
ing that we have the sixty-six inspired 
books of the Bible in one volume, which 
can easily be read in one year. Some 
of the questions that the reader has 
asked concerning the Sunday paper, and 
the like, must be left to Christians’ in- 
dividual consciences, enlightened by the 
Word. Many refuse to take the Sunday 
paper because it is so full of trash and 
a waste of time; and some conscien- 
tiously refuse to take any paper con- 
taining the advertising of liquor. Some 
still feel that television has many harm- 
ful aspects, including the dangers of» 
liquor and tobacco advertising. In our 
modern life, it is practically impossible 
to avoid traveling on Sunday or having 
our mail travel on that day; and the 
example of Christ and the apostles shows 
that there is nothing wrong in doing 
good works on the day of rest and wor- 
ship. 

God does not want us to leave civiliza- 
tion, for He wants us here in this world 
as His witnesses. During His earthly 


(Continued on page 965) 
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X. Israel’s Glorious Future (Part 1) 


And-a prediction of the Jewish State 


made nearly sixty years ago 


seen how the Lord God of Hosts has 

worked marvelously on behalf of His 
chosen people, the Jews, in days gone by, 
and how He is working wondrously for 
them today. 

And in the days to come God will work 
even more gloriously on behalf of the 
Jews until the land of Israel becomes 
“like the garden of Eden” (Ezek, 36:35); 
and the city of Jerusalem becomes “a 
praise in the earth” (Isa, 62:7), “the 
throne of the Lord” (Jer. 3:17), “an eter- 
nal excellency” (Isa, 60:15), and indeed, 
“the city of the great King” (Psa. 48:2), 
with the Messiah of Israel seated on 
David’s throne in Jerusalem even as God 
promised (Luke 1:31-33)! 

The Book of Ezekiel is replete with 
predictions of Israel’s glorious future. In 
Ezekiel 37 we read of the “resurrection” 
of the nation of Israel—her regathering 
from among the nations where her scat- 
tered people have been “buried” for 
nearly two thousand years. We are now 
seeing the beginnings of the fulfillment 
of Ezekiel 37:12: “Thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel,” even as He prom- 
ised, 

God is beginning the regathering of 
Israel and is making them one nation 
upon the land: “Thus saith the Lord 
God; Behold, I will take the children of 
Israel from among the heathen, whither 
they be gone, and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their 
own land: and I will make them one 
nation in the land upon the mountains 
of Israel” (Ezek. 37:21, 22). 


The Founding of the Jewish State 


Towards the close of the nineteenth 
century, an Austrian journalist, Theodor 
Herzl, was deeply moved by the great 
need of his persecuted and scattered 
Jewish brethren for a homeland of their 
own, This became the passion of 
his life. Later Dr. Herzl wrote his 
famous book, “The Jewish State,” which 
stirred the imagination of Jewish people 
throughout the world with the vision of 
a homeland of their own. Dr. Herzl or- 
ganized the first Zionist Congress, and 
it convened at Basle, Switzerland, in 
1897. Soon after he declared: “At Basle, 
I founded the Jewish State! After five, 


T' the preceeding chapters we have 


or perhaps fifty years, everybody will 
realize it.” 

What remarkable words they were! Al. 
most exactly fifty years later, on May 15, 
1948, the State of Israel became a reality. 
For the first time-in many long centuries 


While this was originally planned as 
the tenth and last article in Mr. 
Davis’s series on “Bible Prophecies 
Fulfilled Today,” it has been divided 
because of length, and the second and 
concluding part will appear next 
week. The ten articles have now been 
published in an attractive book of 
that title which may be had at the 
following prices: $1 a copy; $4.50 for 
five copies; $8 for ten copies. They 
are to be ordered from The Million 
Testaments Campaigns, 1505 Race 
Street, Philadelphia 2. 








the Children of Israel are “one nation in 
the land”—with a state and a land of 
their own! This is a marvelous fulfill- 
ment of the prophecy of Ezekiel uttered 
more than 2500 years ago! 

It is little wonder that the leaders of 
the State of Israel honored Dr. Herzl as 
one of the great men of their long and 
remarkable history, 

A few years ago the Jews removed his 
casket from Europe to the land of Israel. 
With great and imposing ceremonies they 
interred it on a hilltop west of Jerusa- 
lem and named the hill “Mt. Herzl.” A 
Jew describing the scene said, “As the 
casket proceeded from Tel Aviv to the 
highest hill of Jerusalem, the children 
along the course cheered its passing as 
though welcoming home a living hero.” 1 

And how remarkable it is that his cas- 
ket contains these words from Ezekiel 
37:12: “Behold, O my people, I will open 
your graves, and cause you to come up 
out of your graves, and bring you into 
the land of Israel.” 

The Prophet Ezekiel tells us not only 
of the return of the people to their an- 
cient homeland, but also of the transfor- 
mation of the land, even of the barren 
hills and mountains: “But ye, O moun- 
tains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my 
people of Israel; for they are at hand to 
come. For, behold, I am for you, and 
I will turn unto you, and ye shall be 
tilled and sown: and I will multiply 
men upon you, all the house of Israel, 
even all of it: and the cities shall be 
inhabited, and the wastes shall be 
builded” (Ezek. 36:8-10). 

The Prophet Ezekiel foretells some- 
thing even more inspiring—that not only 
will the land of Israel be changed, but 
also the hearts and lives of the Jewish 
people will be marvelously transformed: 





1For a fuller story of Dr. Herzl, see Mr. 
Davis’s earlier book, ‘Israel Returns Home 
According to Prophecy” (Million Testaments 
Campaigns, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2). 
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“For I will take you from among the 
heathen, and gather you out of all coun- 
tries, and will bring you into your own 
land... . A new heart also will I give 
you, and a new spirit will I put within 
you: and I will take away the stony 
heart out of your flesh, and I will give 
you an heart of flesh. And I will put 
my spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes,.and ye shall keep 
my judgments, and do them, And ye 
shal] dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers; and ye shall be my people, 
and I will be your God” (Ezek. 36:24, 
26-28). 

And the Lord tells us how this blessed 
change will be wrought in the hearts of 
the Jews. He makes a.promise to Israel 
which will be fulfilled after their re- 
gathering: “Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean” 
(Ezek, 36:25). 

All through the Word of God, cleans- 
ing water typifies the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the Word of God. So we may 
be sure that Israel’s regeneration, her 
“new birth,” will be by the Spirit and 
the Word, just as repentant sinners are 
saved today by the work of the Holy 
Spirit and the Word of God (John 3:5; 
Eph, 5:26; 1 Pet. 1:23), leading them to 
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as per- 
sonal Saviour. 


Testaments for Israel 


This burden and vision for Israel’s re- 
generation by the Spirit and the Word 
has been the reason for the Million Tes- 
taments Campaigns’ ministry in the land 
of Israel and among the Jews through- 
out the world during the past eighteen 
years. : 

The Million Testaments Campaigns-of 
Philadelphia has sent tens of thousands 
of well-printed, well-bound New Testa- 
ments in Hebrew and in thirteen other 
languages to Israel for the Jewish 
people who have returned to their 
ancient homeland from sixty coun- 
tries throughout the world: These Tes- 
taments have been and are being dis- 
tributed by Christian missionaries in the 
State of Israel. The Campaign has also 
provided more than 13,000 complete He- 
brew Bibles which have been placed in 
schools and libraries throughout the 
land of Israel. 

And, miracle of miracles, the Lord is 
making the hearts of the Jews more 
open and more receptive to the New 
Testament after their return to their 
ancient homeland than they were in the 
countries of their dispersion. As the 
Jew reads the Bible in the land of Is- 
rael, he sees all about him the places 
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that are mentioned in the Scriptures, 
and it becomes a living Book to him! 

A good number of faithful mission- 
aries are doing house-to-house visitation 
with the New Testaments, in the towns 
and cities of Israel. Others go by car or 
bus to the settlements and villages to 
give God’s Word to the people. One 
missionary, who uses her car to take 
other missionaries to out-of-the-way 
places and settlements to give out God’s 
Word, writes: “In upper Galilee not long 
ago we were joyfully welcomed. Some of 
them said, ‘We have been waiting a long 
time for somebody to bring this Book 
to us.” They especially appreciated our 
visit and the New Testaments because 
they lived so far away from everybody 
and everything. Most of the Jews were 
from Egypt and North Africa, but some 
from Turkey and eastern Europe. Some 
men from Persia went with us half a mile 
back to the car in order to secure Per- 
sian New Testaments. In spite of the 
hot desert sun they did not mind the 
walking. They took back with them also 
some French and Arabic New Testaments 
for the other men who had asked for 
them. We gave out all that we had in 
the car, even though our bags had been 
full of copies of God’s Word when we 
came to the settlement.” 

What is needed today in Israel is a 
mighty outpouring of God’s Spirit upon 
the Jews, so that as they read the Word 
of God great numbers of them will be 
convicted of sin, and turn with their 
whole heart to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

The Lord has revealed in His Word, 
through the Apostle Paul, that Israel’s 
blindness’ in regard to God’s Son is not 
total nor permanent blindness, but it is 
partial and temporary: “Blindness in 
part is happened to Israel, until the ful- 
ness of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 
11:25). 

The Lord’s plan for Israel, as revealed 
in His Word, is first to gather out from 
among them a “remnant according to the 
election of grace,” “at this present time” 
—during this age of grace (Rom. 11:5); 
and, secondly, to prepare the elect nation 
to receive Him at His coming, when this 
wonderful Scripture shall be fulfilled: 
“And so all Israel shall be saved: -as it 
is written, There shall come out of Sion 
the Deliverer, and shall turn away un- 
godliness from Jacob” (Rom. 11:26). 

The Lord warns Israel, in His word, 
that dark days await them before they 
will be willing to receive Christ as their 
Redeemer and King.~ “The time of Ja- 
cob’s trouble” (Jer, 30:7) yet awaits Is- 
rael. How shall they'be warned, unless 
the Word of God is in their hands to 
read? And how shall the Jews “in 
Judea” know to “flee into the mountains” 
unless they have read or heard the words 
of our Lord Jesus recorded in Matthew: 
“When ye therefore shall see the abom- 
ination of desolation, spoken of by Dan- 
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iel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
(whoso readeth, let him understand: ) 
then let them which be in Judea flee in- 
to the mountains: let him which is on 
the housetop not come down to take any 
thing out of his house: neither let him 
which is in the field return back to take 
his clothes. And woe unto them that are 
with child, and to them that give suck 
in those days! But pray ye that your 





December 3, 1955 


flight be not in the winter, neither on 
the sabbath day: for then shall be great 
tribulation, such'as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever shall be. And except those days 
should be shortened, there should no 
flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake 
those days shall be shortened” (Matt. 
24: 15-22). 
(To be continued) 


|. “Understanding the Times” 


The Second International Congress on Prophecy—some of the speakers and their themes 


HREE years ago, in the fall of 1952, 

it was my privilege to review for 
Sunpay ScHoot Trmes readers the First 
International Congress on~ Prophecy, 
held under the auspices of the American 
Association for Jewish Evangelism in 
Calvary Baptist Church, New York City. 
The second has just passed into history, 
having been held November 6-13 at the 
same place. 

The American Association for Jewish 
Evangelism which sponsored the Con- 
gress, is an agency whose primary ob- 
jective is to take the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to Jewish people everywhere. 
But the Association also serves the 
churches through a constructive pro- 


gram of prophetic conferences, one be-~ 


ing held each year under its auspices 
at its headquarters at Winona Lake, In- 
diana, 

World events have moved with ever- 
accelerating tempo since the previous 
Congress, and it became the feeling of 
a number of Christian leaders, whose 
spiritual discernment is widely respect- 
ed, that another Congress should be held, 
patterned after the earlier one, to assess 
the prophetic significance of the pres- 
ent hour, and to attempt to clear the 
theological atmosphere, which has been 
showing a tendency to condense around 
some vital junction points of eschatol- 
ogy. ° 

Indicative of world tensions and the 
sense of insecurity that has seized the 
world leaders are the frantic dashes of 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
from continent to continent. Conference 
after conference is held in the attempt to 
stave off a third world war with its terri- 
fying atomic overtures—Teheran in 1943, 
Yalta and Potsdam in 1945, Panmunjom 
in 1953, Geneva in 1954 and twice this 
year. Armaments are now America’s 
biggest business, our national defense 
establishment reaching the fantastic 
total of 124 billion dollars, largely built 
up during the period since the Korean 
War began. 

It is little wonder that thinking people 
are solemnly asking if we are witness- 
ing the twilight of western civilization, 
if the only hope of the world may not 
be divine intervention. More and more, 


‘more than once. 
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those who believe that God controls the 
destinies of mankind, and that He has 
revealed His will in His Word, are turn- 
ing to that “sure word of prophecy; 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark 
place” (2 Pet. 1:19). 

Appropriately the Congress selected as 
its theme a text that is associated with 
the period during which David was await- 
ing his coronation, “Men who had under- 
standing of the times, to know what Is- 
rael ought to do” (1 Chron. 12:32). 

The Congress calendar was richly filled, 
with hourly sessions held daily from 
early morning until late evening. Forty 
nationally known students of Bible 
prophecy were chosen as speakers, only 
a few of whom appeared on the program 
All messages were 
thoughtfully prepared, each speaker 
seeking to evaluate present national] and 
international events in the light of the 
inspired Word. 

Services of the opening Sunday in- 
dicated that there would be unusual in- 
terest in this Congress. Historic Cal- 
vary Church was filled at the first serv- 
ice, the congregation filling the galleries 
and overflowing into the chapels. A 
sense of expectancy and urgency seemed 
to rest on the people, as well as one of 
reverence and worship. 

Certain observations immediately oc- 
curred to me: 

1. The strategic location in New 
York City, a world metropolis of 
eight million people, now the seat of 
the United Nations, and home to more 
than two million Jews. 

2. The carefully prepared program. 
The committee, under the leadership 
of Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president 
of Wheaton College, had done a com- 
mendable piece of work. Those 
chosen to address the Congress were 
not mere exhorters, or such as would 
brashly invade the prophetic office, 
but theologians, scholars, Bible teach- 
ers and instructors in seminaries, col- 
leges, and Bible schools. 

3. The excellent facilities, Calvary 
Baptist Church being centrally located 
in New York City, with a radio min- 
istry to hundreds of thousands. of 
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people in the metropolitan and more 
distant area. 

4. The representative delegation— 
people from many walks in life, and 
from coast to coast in the United 
States and many parts of Canada. 


Dr. Edman opened the Congress on 
Sunday morning with an address on the 
subject, “The God Who Speaks.” Citing 
examples of ancient prophecies observ- 
ably fulfilled, he pointed to the logic of 
accepting literally those that remain. 
Dr. Edman has recently returned from 
Korea, which he described as a land of 
heartbreak and of hope. 

At the afternoon session, Dr. Richard 
R. Elvee, president of Northwestern Col- 
lege, used as his topic, “The Prophets 
Speak to the Twentieth Century,” and 
he was followed by Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, 
professor at Fuller Theological Semin- 
ary, in the first of five challenging ad- 
dresses on “The Conflict of the Ages.” 
At the evening session Dr, William Cul- 
bertson, president of Moody Bible In- 
stitute, chose the Congress theme for his 
text, “Understanding the Times.” 

Space does not permit a full roster of 
speakers, but included were Dr. Hyman 
J. Appelman, Jewish evangelist and 
president of the sponsoring association; 
Dr. Edward R. Barnard, pastor of Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla.; Dr. George J. Carlson, Chi- 
cago; Rev, Herman B. Centz, Winona 
Lake, Ind.; Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, Chi- 
cago; Dr. Martin R. DeHaan of The Radio 
Bible Class, Grand: Rapids, Mich.; Dr. 
Theodore H. Elsner, Philadelphia; Dr. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, Stony Brook, L. I.; 
Dr. Harry J. Hager, Chicago; Dr. Peter 
Hoogendam, Hamilton, Ont.; Dr. Herman 
A. Hoyt, Winona Lake; Dr. William 
F. Kerr, Portland, Oreg.; Dr, David J. 
Laurie, Menlo Park, Calif.; Dr. Abraham 
B. Machlin, Winona Lake; Dr. John G. 
Mitchell, Portland, Oreg.; Dr. Alva J. 
McClain, Winona Lake; Dr. Louis T. 
Talbot, Los Angeles; Dr. John F. Wal- 
voord, Dallas, Tex.; Judge W. R. Wal- 
lace, Oklahoma City; and Dr. John §S, 
Wimbish, New York City. * 

Christians recently returned from 
Europe report a strong revival of the 
Messianic hope on the part of the many 
oppressed people there, and a renewed 
discussion of the age-old question, “Will 
the Church pass through the Tribula- 
tion?” Books dealing with both subjects 
are reportedly in great demand. This 
interest was recognized by the World 
Council of Churches, which, at the 
Evanston Assembly, included a Messi- 
anic emphasis in its main theme. 

Following the services of the opening 
day of the Congress, keen interest was 
manifested in the subjects chosen for 
many of other early sessions: “Premil- 


lennialism as a Philosophy of History,” 
by Dr. McClain; “Will the Church Pass 
Through the Tribulation?” by Dr. Wal- 
voord and Dr. Kerr; “The Ecumenical 
Church—the False Versus the True,” by 
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Dr. Hager; “The Woman, the Dragon, 
the Man Child,” by Dr. H. B. Prince of 
Minneapolis; “Israel and the Ends of 
History,” by Dr. Roy L. Laurin; and “The 
Times of the Gentiles,” by Dr. Walvoord. 

In the next article, I hope to report on 
the later days of the Congress, and to 


Christmas With the Juniors 
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include the manifesto adopted as the 
findings of the Congress on the special 


prophetic word for this hour. It is ex- 
pected that the addresses delivered at 
the Congress will later be made avail- 
able in book form, 


(To be continued) 


Helping boys and girls to give of self and service 


HAT are you going to do about 

Christmas this year? Christmas be- 
gan with music when the angel choir 
sang “Glory to God in the Highest.” 
Earth caught the glad refrain and has 
been chanting it ever since. Many hym- 
nals have some form of this “Glory 
Song,” and it might well be introduced 
to each group of Juniors. Plan the steps 
which lead up to the Christmas Sunday 
glad message that “the Baby Jesus came 
to be God’s Christmas gift to you and 
me.” Begin, as suggested, with the 
Glory Song, and get right into the spirit 
of Christmas. Let the prayers, memory 
work, handwork, stories and all activ- 
ities stress the same thought. 


For memory work here are several 


passages that ought to be the prized pos- 
session of every Junior: Luke 2:8-20; 
John 3:16; Isaiah 9:6. 

Before a Junior leaves this depart- 
ment, he should know most of the old 
Christmas hymns. He has brought with 
him from the Primary Department such 
gems as “Away in a Manger,” “Silent 
Night,” and others. Now while he is in 
the Junior Department why not enrich 
his memory gallery with such hymns as 
“Joy to the World,” “It Came Upon the 
Midnight Clear,” “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem,” “Hark, the Herald Angels 
Sing,” “O Come All Ye Faithful,” “The 
First Noel,” and perhaps some of the 
others, 

Now for expressional activities. Can 
you make arrangements some night be- 
fore Christmas to have the Juniors visit 
one or more of the shut-ins of the church, 
and sing Christmas carols? 

Why not have them illustrate the 
Christmas story or a song, and make it 
into booklet form. This may be given 
to Mother or Father, or to some shut-in. 

Have each class prepare a Christmas 
poster to be hung in the department. 
There will be some good-natured rivalry 
to see which group can make the most 
attractive one. 

Meet after school and make ornaments 
for the tree. Perhaps the service can be 
extended, and trimmings for the tree in 
the Primary room can be made. Sing 
as the work is going on, and this pro- 
vides an opportunity for further prac- 
tice of the Christmas music, 

Encourage the boys and girls to saye 
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some of their pocket money and use it 
for some definite objective, such as fill- 
ing a dinner basket for a needy family. 

Collect pictures with which to illus- 
trate the Christmas story. These may 
be secured from current magazines or 
from old Christm&s cards, or in Perry 
Pictures obtained from your denomina- 
tional supply house. Find pictures of 
Nazareth, the Magi on the Way to Beth- 
lehem, Village of Bethlehem, The Nativ- 
ity, Apparition to the Shepherds, and 
many others. These are useful to show 
as Scripture or song is introduced. 

Getting ready for Christmas means 
more than just learning a new song and 
repeating the Christmas story from Luke. 
Why not make it an occasion when the 
true Christmas spirit will be spread over 
several weeks and will lead up to the 
blessed event with a prepared group of 
children to whom Christmas will mean 
more than just a “getting” time. Do not 
crowd the Christ child out of your prep- 
aration, 


MraMI, FLA. 


The Faculty of Conscience 
(Continued from second page) 


life the Lord Jesus lived and worked 
among men, and only withdrew from 
them for short periods. 

The following is a. study of the con- 
science from the Bible point of view. 

The word “conscience” is not used in 
the Old Testament, King James Version, 
although “heart” is often used in the 
same sense. The conscience is men- 
tioned thirty times in the New Testa- 
ment, and a study of its use shows that 
it is a God-given faculty in both un- 
believers and believers. A glance at a 
few of the passages will show its work- 
ing. 
“ When the Lord Jesus said to the 
scribes and Pharisees who had brought 
before Him the woman taken in adul- 
tery, “He that is without sin among you, 
let him first cast a stone at her,” we 
read, “And they which heard it, being 
convicted by their own conscience, went 
out one by one...” (John 8:7, 9). 

The Apostle Paul referred to his own 
conscience in the Book of Acts. In his 


(Continued on page 975) 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 18. JESUS, MAN OF PRAYER 


Luke 3:21, 22; 4:42; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18, 28, 29, 10:21, 22, 11:1-13;, printed text, 3:21, 22; 4:42, 5:16, 6:12; 
9:18, 28, 29; 10:21, 22; 11:1-4 


Golden Text.—Ask, and it shall be given you, seek, and ye shall find, knock, and it shall be opened unto you.—Luke 11:9 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Luke 3:21 Now when all the people were baptized, it came 
to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the 
heaven was opened, 
22 And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a 
dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, 
- Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased. 


Chap. 4:42 And when it was day, he departed and went 
into a desert place: and the people sought him, and came 
unto him, and stayed him, that he should not depart from 
them. ad 


Chap. 5:16 And he withdrew himself into the wilderness, 
and prayed. 


Chap. 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in 


29 And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was 
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. 


Chap. 10:21 In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, 
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou 
hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes: even so, Father; for ‘so it‘ seemed 
good in thy sight. 

22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no 
man knoweth who the Son is, but the Father; and who the 
Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal 
him, 


Chap. 11:1 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying 
in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said 
unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his 
disciples. 2 

2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father 





prayer to God. 


Chap. 9:18 And it came to pass, as he was alone praying, 
and he asked them, saying, 


his disciples were with him: 
Whom say the people that I am? 


28 And it came to pass about an eight days after these 
sayings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up 


into a mountain to pray. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
(<4 AYER is perplexingly para- 
doxical. It is both native to the 
human heart and alien to it. All 
Even professed atheists 


men pray. 
pray. The most abandoned worldling 
prays. The man who boasts that he has 


never prayed simply does not know him- 
self, or else he is a liar. We can never 
completely destroy the sense of God; 
therefore the instinct to pray remains 
with us. Yet prayer is so foreign to us 
that only a few ever attain to great 
proficiency in its exercise. It requires 
long, hard training to make one a man 
of prayer. ; 

“Or we might express the paradox this 
way: it is so simple an act that a little 
child can perform it, yet is so profound 
a mystery that the maturest saint is 
still wrestling with it” (“After This 
Manner,” by J. C. Macaulay; Eerdmans, 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.50). Happily 
for us there is a Master Teacher in this 
holy art in which there is such a vast 
expanse between the first instinct to 
pray and the advanced wrestlings. This 
teacher is none other than He to whom 


which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 


3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 
4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one 


come. 


Thy kingdem 


that is indebted to us., And lead us not into temptation; 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching. copyrighted by 


but deliver us from evil, 


the Inter- 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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His disciples said, “Lord, teach us to 
pray” (Luke 11:1). 

This teacher is no mere theoretician. 
In the days of His flesh He proved Him- 
self to be the greatest practitioner of 
prayer in all the history of prayer. As 
our great High Priest above, He is still 
engaged in the holy occupation, and 
sends His Spirit into our hearts to de- 
velop in us, if*we will, a proficiency in 
prayer more and more like His own, 

As we approach this lesson, then, let 
us make the prayer of His disciples our 
own, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 3:21.—*. . . Jesus also being bap- 
tized, and praying, the heaven was 
opened.” Luke only mentions prayer 
in connection with our Lord’s baptism. 
Baptism was not just a form to Him. 
It was full of significance, and an oc- 
casion calling for prayer. 

Verse 22.—“And the Holy Ghost de- 
scended ... upon him, and a voice... 
said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee 
I am well pleased.” Not the mere sub- 
mission to a ritual, but the prayerful 
spirit which realized the import of the 
rite, was answered by the opening of 
the heavens, the descent of the Spirit, 
and the voice of approval, 


Chap. 4:42.—“. .. he... went intoa 
desert place: and the people sought him 

: that he should not depart from 
them.” The Lord did not allow the pop- 
ular demand for His services to encroach 
on His life of prayer. The praying man 
was not swerved from the will of His 
Father by the clamoring multitude (v. 
43). 


Chap. 5:16.—“And he withdrew ... 
and prayed.” This withdrawal for 
prayer is the secret of calm in the midst 
of pressure (v. 15). 


Chap. 6:12.—“. .. he went out... and 
continued all night in prayer to God.” 
Our Lord had extraordinary seasons of 
prayer in addition to the “regular” times. 
This extended period came when op- 
position was becoming acute (v. 11), and 
when important appointments had to be 
made (vs. 13-16). 


Chap. 9:18.—“. . . as he was alone pray- 
ing, his disciples were with him ... 
Whom say the people that I am?” The 
“aloneness” of Christ was not affected 
by the presence of His disciples. Hear- 
ing Him pray was part of their training. 
Again it is Luke who tells us that it 
was in connection with a season of 
prayer that Jesus asked the question 
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which brought forth Reter’s great con- 
fession (v. 20). 

Verse 28.—“. . . about an eight days 
... took Peter and John and James... 
into a mountain to pray.” Luke also 
links the Transfiguration with prayer. 
Prayer was the purpose of the ascent, 
and transfiguration the outcome, 

Verse 29.—“. the fashion of his 
countenance was altered, and his rai- 
ment was white and glistering.” Prayer 
is indeed a transforming exercise. On 
this occasion the inward glory became 
an outward radiance. 

Chap. 10:21—“. . . Jesus .. , said, I 
thank thee, O Father , .. that thou... 
hast revealed them unto babes ... so 
it seemed good in thy sight.” Here is 
one of the few recorded prayers of 
Christ, and it is a thanksgiving for what 
most of us would have considered a just 
cause of complaint!—that the cause was 
not being espoused by influential people, 
but by very common people, not noted 
for their intelligence 

Verse 22.—*. . . no man knoweth who. 
the Son is, but the Father; and who 
the Father is, but the Son, and‘ he to 
whom the Son will reveal him.” A 
Christological passage of great impor- 
tance, showing at once the dignity of 
Christ and His mission—to reveal the 
Father. 


Chap. 11:1—‘% . . as he was praying 
.. + one'of his disciples said . . . Lord, 
teach us to pray ...” The occasion of 


this prayer is not stated, but the effect 
on the disciples is noted. They wanted 
to pray like Him. 

Verse 2.—“Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done, as 
in heaven, so in earth.” As in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount (Matt. 6:9-13), He 
gives them here what is generally called 
The Lord’s Prayer. Prayer begins with 
the things of God—His name, His king- 
dom, His will. 

Verse 3—‘“Give us day by day our 
daily bread.” We are encouraged to 
pray about the common needs of life, 
as a reminder of our dependence on 
God for all things. 

Verse 4—“And forgive us our sins 
... And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver as from evil.” Here the spiritual 
blessings are sought—forgiveness, guid- 
ance, deliverance. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The prayer life of our Lord is one 
of Luke’s prime emphases. This week’s 
lesson gathers together his references 
to our Lord’s practice of prayer. First, 
we see our Saviour praying as He is 
baptized (Luke 3:21, 22). Far too many 


engage in the sacred ordinances of the 
church as mere forms to get by with. 
No wonder they mean little, and leave 
the participant void of any sense of the 
divine reality. Jesus knew the signifi- 
cance of His baptism. For Him it was 
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Last Week's Lesson 
.11. December 11.—Who Is My Neigh- 
BEE | cdeendtoeth dsc dhatiinc Luke 10:25-37 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 25.—Songs of the Sav- 
iour’s Birth .....Luke 1:5-80; 2:29-32 











a public committal of Himself to that 
ministry which would find its climax 
in the cross. Such a committal called 
for prayer, and the prayer was speedily 
answered in the opening of the heavens, 
the descent of the dove, and the voice 
of the Father’s approval.* We, in our 
own measure, would know such com- 
munications from Heaven if only we 
would pray. 


Our Lord’s ministry was directed by 
the will of the Father, not by popular 
demand (4:42, 43). It was in prayer 
that our Lord realized this freedom from 
the clamor of the multitude and the 
certainty of the Father’s will. If we 
would know such attachment to the 
will of God and detachment from public 
hue and cry, we, too, must pray. 

In the midst of great pressure our 
Lord was supremely a man of calm. 
This, also, is traceable to His life of 
prayer (5:15, 16). We live in days of 
unprecedented pressure, and this pres- 
sure is driving all too many, including 
Christians, into mental institutions and 
nervous breakdown. If we would know 
victorious: calm of spirit, we must go 
with our Lord to the place of prayer, 

Drop Thy still dews of quietness, 

Till all our strivings cease; 

Take from our souls the strain and stress, 

And let our ordered lives confess 


The beauty of Thy peace, 
—John G, Whittier, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HAT aspect of our Lord’s earthly 
life is emphasized by Luke? 

2. Which of the Gospéls record our 
Lord’s baptism? 

3. How was our Lord’s prayer at bap- 
tism answered? 

4. How did our Lord combat the lure 
of popular clamor? 

5. What was the secret of our Lord’s 
majestic calm in the midst of much 
pressure? 

6. On what occasion did our Lord spend 
a whole night in prayer? 

7. What important question did Jesus 
ask after a season of prayer? 

8. How does Luke’s account of the 
Transfiguration differ from Matthew’s 
and Mark’s? 

9. What was our Lord’s reaction when 
He saw only very common people at- 
taching themselves to His cause? 

10. On what occasions did Jesus give 
what we call the Lord’s Prayer? 


(Answers on page 975) 
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With Christ there were no snap judg- 
ments. Great decisions were made in 
prayer. So it was when the time came 
for the appointment of the apostles (6: - 
12-16). How many mistakes we make 
in our décisions because we do not take 
time to pray! 

I am very glad that Luke makes it 
clear that our Lord went up the mount 
to pray. Mere mountain climbing will 
never eventuate in the transfigured life, 
but ascending the mount of prayer will 
(9:28, 29). Prayer is indeed a trans- 
forming exercise. In the case of Christ 
the glory that was already within burst 
forth. In our case it is on the mount 
of prayer that glory will flood the inner 
man to shine forth in a life of true god- 
liness and faithful service, 

The man of prayer is not always ask- 
ing for something. He is frequently 
found giving thanks, and often his 
thanksgiving is connected with situa- 
tions which would stir complaint in 
others—so it was with our Lord. When 
his following had noticeably few influ- 
ential people in it, and exceedingly few 
of the intelligentsia, instead of murmur- 
ing, He gave thanks, happy in the will 
of the Father (10:21, 22). 

Here, then, we have glimpses of the 
Master ‘Teacher in the holy art of 
prayer. To Him we turn, and He will 
unfold to us the secret mysteries of com- 
munion with the Most High (11:1-4). 
Outline of the Lesson 
. Prayer at baptism (Luke 3:21, 22) 

. Prayer in ministry (4:42; 5:16) 

. Prayer in crisis (6: 12-16) 

. Prayer and transfiguration (9:28, 29) 

. Prayer in apparent failure (10:21, 22) 

. The prayer that teaches to pray (11: 
1-4) 

Topics for Development 

Christ, a Man of Prayer. Speaking of 
Christ’s habit of prayer, J. H. Jowett 
says: “It is very significant that He 
prayed at all. Jesus of Nazareth’ had every 
form of strength which men associate 
with masculine life. He had strength of 
body. He had strength of mind. He had 
strength of purpose and will. He had 
marvelous strength of affection. He had 
strength to move amid foul conditions 
without catching their contagion. He 
had extraordinary strength of patience. 
He was absolutely fearless in the pres- 
ence of hostility. He was calm and un- 
daunted when assailed by official religion. 
He had every form of strength which men 
count admirable. And this man prayed.” 
(“Things That Matter Most,” J. H. Jow- 
ett, Clarke, London.) I would add that 
it is still more significant that He prayed 
when we remember that He was the Son 
of God, in whom were resources in- 
finitely beyond those of the strongest 
man. Surely His prayer life under- 
scores our need for prayer, and finding 
ourselves greatly restricted in ability, 
we can turn to Him with our plea, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 

Praying Alone. 


Aan r wre 


What a contradictory 











968 (8) 


statement we have in Luke 9:18: “And 
it came to pass, as he was alone pray- 
ing, his disciples were with him”! Many 
a child of God complains that it is prac- 
tically impossible to get alone for prayer. 
His situation is such that there are al- 
ways others around. This apparent con- 
tradiction in the text tells us that it is 
quite possible to be alone in the pres- 
ence of others. I read recently of one 
who lived in a single room with the 
others of a large family. He made him- 
self alone by simply going into a corner 
and turning his back on all the others; 
so he prayed heedless of all the chatter 
behind him. Sometimes a curtain or a 
screen will help, but even if we can find 
no material barrier, we can still prac- 
tice detachment in the presence of others, 
To our Lord Jesus the presence of God 
was so real that He could enter that 
communion unobstructed by the pres- 
ence of others. If we practice the pres- 
ence of God at all times, we, too, shall 
be able to pray alone even when sur- 
rounded by others. 


Practical Applications 

If it is too late to exhort you con- 
cerning baptism, receive the exhorta- 
tion concerning the Lord’s table. The 
next time you partake, steep the ordi- 
nance in prayer, and for you, too, 
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Heaven will open, your soul will be 
flooded with the sweet sense of the di- 
vine presence, and the voice of ‘your 
Father’s approval will cheer your heart. 

In the day of popular clamor, pray, 
and give your ear to your Heavenly 
Father rather than to the demands of 
the multitude. 

Learn to pray before you act, and you 
will make fewer mistakes. 

Practice the secret place wherever you 
are. God can shut you in with Himself, 

There is a Mount of Transfiguration 
for you also. It is the mount of prayer. 

Remember to give thanks not only in 
the day of manifest prosperity, but when 
your hopes are disappointed. Remember 
that His appointment is always best. 


Golden Text 

Luke 11:9.—“Ask ... seek. , . knock 
...” There is progression in the life 
of prayer. As we go from asking, to 
seeking, to knocking, we shall proceed 
from merely receiving things to the 
opening of vast new vistas of spiritual 
experience and accomplishment. 

Ex_muurst, ILL. . 

pS 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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December 3, 1955 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Teach Me To Pray, Lord” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father whose love reaches 
unto all, enlarge our hearts to take in 
the need of others and to be concerned 
for Thy cause and Kingdom. Draw us 
so to love Thee and Thy Son, our Sav- 
iour, that to serve Thee shall be our 
chief delight. Show us what we may 
do for Thee and for others and keep 
us from growing weary in welldoing. 
Bless and use such as take the Gospel 
to those who have not heard it. Guide 
and bless Thy Church in face of the 
opposition she confronts today, and bring 


KINGDOM FIRST 


PERSONAL NEEDS SECOND 


our world to that blessed time when Thy 
will shall be done in earth as it is in 
Heaven. Save the unconverted who are 
on our hearts. Grant Thy support and 
help to the needy, the suffering, and the 
sad. Forgive our selfish attitudes and 
sinful ways and renew us in Thy like- 
ness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


After the Lesson—Today we have 
seen that Luke was guided to stress the 
prayer life of our Lord. Had we been 
of the. Twelve who saw their Master’s 
prayerfulness and its place in His life 
and work, we, too, should have felt we 
knew little of prayer like His, and would 
have asked Him, as they did, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 

His answer is in the model prayer, 
“Our Father.” There we see that though 
we may pray about personal needs, 
something else should be our chief con- 
cern in prayer, the hallowing of God’s 
name, the coming of His Kingdom, the 
doing of His will. Prayer for the hon- 
oring of God and the advance of His 
Kingdom, and prayer for others come 
before prayer for personal needs in this 
model prayer. “I must remember,” 
Florence Nightingale once said, “that 
God is not my private secretary:” No, 
indeed, it is not He who is our servant, 
but we who are to be His servants; and 
those who make God’s service their first 
business will have much to set before 
Him in prayer about His Kingdom and 
their work on its behalf. 

If all we think of in prayer is, “God 
bless me and my family,” we need a 
change of heart that will cause us to 
put the glory of God and the good of 
others before our personal concerns. 
But once we do seek first the Kingdom 
of God, then we have the right to ask 
for daily bread, pardon, and protection 
to be able to carry on for God. A wise 
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Lesson for December 18 


master cares for a good servant’s needs, 


and God is the best of masters. Is He 
yours? 
CaLcary, ALTA,, CAN. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“. . Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying...” (Luke 3:21).—In this les- 
son the Lord Jesus is seen praying at 
His baptism, and before preaching, also 
before His ministry of healing, and be- 
fore choosing the twelve apostles; as 
well as at the announcement of His 
sufferings, and at the time of His trans- 
figuration, and at the time of His rejec- 
tion, and before teaching the disciples 
to pray. 

He said, “Men ought always to pray” 
(18:1), and He practiced what He 
preached, 

It is John W. Alexander who relates 
the incident about.a young man spying 
on a Christian leader regarding his 
“quiet time.” 

Apparently the young man was at- 
tending a summer youth camp in the 
woods where this Christian leader was 
a special speaker. 

He addressed the men one evening 
on this theme of the prayer life and 
emphasized the importance of starting 
each day with a prayer period—not a 
hasty minute or two, but a genuine 
period of meditation and communion 
with the Lord—perhaps using Mark 1: 
35, Luke 5:16, and 6:12 as a basis for 
his remarks. The emphasis had been 
on getting up early, before the whirl of 
the day’s activities began, to conduct 
this spiritual exercise. 

The young man apparently was only 
semiconvinced at the time and said to 
himself (as the leader was speaking): 
“I wonder if he practices what he is 
preaching? What time does he get up 
in the morning for this Bible study and 
prayer?” On the spot he decided to 
arise early the next morning and find 
out. 

Next morning at 5 o'clock the alarm 
went off in the young fellow’s tent. 
Quietly he sneaked out and posted him- 
self in a concealed spot on a low hill 
just behind the speaker’s tent. The 
lookout was ready to detect the moment 
at which the tent’s occupant arose. Five 
fifteen came and no sign of life; 5.30— 
and still no indication of activity in the 
tent occupied by the previous night’s 
speaker. Came 5.45, then 6 o’clock, and 
6.15 with no change. It was almost time 
for reveille; soon the whole camp would 
begin stirring into the day’s activities. 

The youthful critic, as he vividly de- 
scribed it in later years began to gloat 
fo himself: “A-ha, Mr. Speaker, your 
words sounded good last night. But 
where is the demonstration of them this 
morning?” 

Then suddenly there was a sound be- 
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hind him a few feet higher up the hill. 
It was the Christian leader. With Bible 
in hand he was returning from his 
morning rendezvous with the Lord! 

Not all disciples prefer the early 
morning hour; but whether morning, 
noon, or night, the promise will be found 
true, “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew [or change] their strength” 
(Isa, 40:31). 

“... He... went into a desert place... 
He went out into a mountain to pray 

. ” (Luke 4:42; 6:12).—Whether des- 
ert, mountain, seaside, or crowded city, 
one must find a nook to enter with the 
Book for meditation and prayer. 

One Christian said, “I would at one 
time read so many chapters of the Bible 
a day; and if I did not get through my 
usual quantity, I thought I was begin- 
ning to backslide. But, mind you, if a 
man had asked me two hours afterward 
what I had read, I could not tell him; 
I had nearly forgotten it all. 

“When I was a boy I used to hoe the 
corn, and I would hoe it so hastily, in 
order to get over so much ground, that 
at night I had to put a stick in the 
ground, so as to know next morning 
where I had left off! 

“That was somewhat the same man- 
ner as running through so many chap- 


ters each day. A man will say, ‘Wife, . 


did I read that chapter?’ ‘Well,’ says 
she, ‘I don’t remember!’ Someone has 
well said, ‘If you have only three min- 
utes at a time to devote to Bible reading, 
devote one minute to reading, and two 
minutes to thinking about what you 
read.’ 

“The word ‘meditate’ really means to 
‘chew the cud.’ And any who have 
watched the cow chew her cud under- 
stand what God means when He tells 
us to meditate upon His Word. It is 
first to read the Word, then carefully 
mull it over in our minds until it 
reaches our hearts.” 

When the Word does reach our hearts, 
it will furnish us with wonderful mate- 
rial over which to pray. 

“Ask, and it shall be given you... - 
(Luke 11:9).—It is reported that Dr. 
Patton once met a pious friend with a 
troubled face, who said: “Doctor, you 
are just the man I have been wanting 
to see. I wish to ask you a question.” 

“Well,” said the Doctor, “what is it 
that is troubling you?” 

“We read.that God is good, just, merci- 
ful, and kind,” said the friend. “That 
is what we preach,” replied Dr. Patton. 

“The Bible further says, ‘Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.’” “Correctly quoted,” said the 
Doctor. 

“Now,” said the anxious one, “if all 
I have said is correct and the Bible be 
true, I want to ask you why it is that 
although I have been asking God to do 
certain things for me, I have not re- 
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ceived the answers as yet.” 

The doctor, turning and looking his 
questioner straight in the face, replied: 
“My friend, did it ever occur to you 
that you were presenting bills to God 
and asking payment for them before 
they were due?” 

On the other hand, we must not act 
like children who dart up to doors,’ 
knock vigorously, then rush away and 
hide before the doors are opened. 

Knock and wait for entrance and the 
answer. Blessing is promised to those 
who wait for the Lord (Isa. 30:18); as 
well as for those who wait on the Lord. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, try to imagine, if you 

can, what life would be if we had 
no means of communicating with each 
other. We would be reduced to the 
status of morons. We would starve to 
death, or freeze to death, or just wither 
away. Think of how many times a day 
you use your tongue, or your hands, or 
your eyes, or pen, or pencil, to tell 
what you are thinking about. It is a 
God-given facility which makes life 
possible. 

Ever since creation man has been ex- 
panding his powers of communication 
in the direction of distance. Man early 
began using signals which by sight 
would carry further than the voice. Even 
so late as 1815 the Duke of Wellington 
used movable signals to flash across the 
English Channel the news of his great 
victory over Napoleon at Waterloo. 

But the greatest human advance in 
communication has been made in the 
past 111 years, beginning in 1844 when 
Samuel Morse succeeded in sending the 
first message over a telegraph wire 
stretched from Baltimore to Washing- 
ton, consisting of four. words, “What hath 
God wrought.” This was followed in 
1876. when Alexander Graham Bell in- 
vented the telephone. In 1896 Marconi 
sent the first long-distance wireless 
message across the English Channel; it 
is now developed into radio which ex- 
tends across the seas between continents; 
and even a more wonderful kindred 
facility is radar which reaches out and 
reveals to the operator objects miles 
away and far out of sight; in other 
words, makes inanimate objects talk 
back! It would be a fanciful effort to 
try to imagine to what reaches mere 
man will yet go in expanding communi- 
cation. 

We marvel at these exploits, but, fel- 
lows, man by the grace of God has been 
given the far more wonderful facility 
for talking to God, and that is what our 
lesson is about today. God introduced 
it in the Garden of Eden thousands of 
years ago by asking a question. “Where 
art thou?” He inquired of Adam, and 
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statement we have in Luke 9:18: “And 
it came to pass, as he was alone pray- 
ing, his disciples were with him”! Many 
a child of God complains that it is prac- 
tically impossible to get alone for prayer. 
His situation is such that there are al- 
ways others around. This apparent con- 
tradiction in the text tells us that it is 
quite possible to be alone in the pres- 
ence of others. I read recently of one 
who lived in a single room with the 
others of a large family. He made him- 
self alone by simply going into a corner 
and turning his back on all the others; 
so he prayed heedless of all the chatter 
behind him. Sometimes a curtain or a 
screen will help, but even if we can find 
no material barrier, we can still prac- 
tice detachment in the presence of others, 
To our Lord Jesus the presence of God 
was so real that He could enter that 
communion unobstructed by the pres- 
ence of others. If we practice the pres- 
ence of God at all times, we, too, shall 
be able to pray alone even when sur- 
rounded by others. 


Practical Applications 

If it is too late to exhort you con- 
cerning baptism, receive the exhorta- 
tion concerning the Lord’s table. The 
next time you partake, steep the ordi- 
nance in prayer, and for you, too, 
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Heaven will open, your soul will be 
flooded with the sweet sense of the di- 
vine presence, and the voice of ‘your 
Father’s approval will cheer your heart. 

In the day of popular clamor, pray, 
and give your ear to your Heavenly 
Father rather than to the demands of 
the multitude. 

Learn to pray before you act, and you 
will make fewer mistakes. 

Practice the secret place wherever you 
are. God can shut you in with Himself. 

There is a Mount of Transfiguration 
for you also. It is the mount of prayer. 

Remember to give thanks not only in 
the day of manifest prosperity, but when 
your hopes are disappointed. Remember 
that His appointment is always best, 


Golden Text 

Luke 11:9.—“‘Ask ... seek. , . knock 
...” There is progression in the life 
of prayer. As we go from asking, to 
seeking, to knocking, we shall proceed 
from merely receiving things to the 
opening of vast new vistas of spiritual 
experience and accomplishment. 
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December 3, 1955 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccEsTep HyMNs 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Teach Me To Pray, Lord” 

“Take My Life, and Let It Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father whose love reaches 
unto all, enlarge our hearts to take in 
the need of others and to be concerned 
for Thy cause and Kingdom. Draw us 
so to love Thee and Thy Son, our Sav- 
iour, that to serve Thee shall be our 
chief delight. Show us what we may 
do for Thee and for others and keep 
us from growing weary in welldoing. 
Bless and use such as take the Gospel 
to those who have not heard it. Guide 
and bless Thy Church in face of the 
opposition she confronts today, and bring 





KINGDOM 


persona NEEDS seconn 


our world to that blessed time when Thy 
will shall be done in earth as it is in 
Heaven. Save the unconverted who are 
on our hearts. Grant Thy support and 
help to the needy, the suffering, and the 
sad. Forgive our selfish attitudes and 
sinful ways and renew us in Thy like- 
ness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 


After the Lesson.—Today we have 
seen that Luke was guided to stress the 
prayer life of our Lord. Had we been 
of the. Twelve who saw their Master’s 
prayerfulness and its place in His life 
and work, we, too, should have felt we 
knew little of prayer like His, and would 
have asked Him, as they did, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 

His answer is in the model prayer, 
“Our Father.” There we see that though 
we may pray about personal needs, 
something else should be our chief con- 
cern in prayer, the hallowing of God’s 
name, the coming of His Kingdom, the 
doing of His will. Prayer for the hon- 
oring of God and the advance of His 
Kingdom, and prayer for others come 
before prayer for personal needs in this 
model prayer. “I must remember,” 
Florence Nightingale once said, “that 
God is not my private secretary:” No, 
indeed, it is not He who is our servant, 
but we who are to be His servants; and 
those who make God’s service their first 
business will have much to set before 
Him in prayer about His Kingdom and 
their work on its behalf. 

If all we think of in prayer is, “God 
bless me and my family,” we need a 
change of heart that will cause us to 
put the glory of God and the good of 
others before our personal concerns. 
But once we do seek first the Kingdom 
of God, then we have the right to ask 
for daily bread, pardon, and protection 
to be able to carry on for God. A wise 
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master cares for a good servant’s needs, 
and God is the best of masters. Is He 
yours? 
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The Busy Men's Corner 


By Tom M. Olson 


“. . Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying ...” (Luke 3:21).—In this les- 
son the Lord Jesus is seen praying at 
His baptism, and before preaching, also 
before His ministry of healing, and be- 
fore choosing the twelve apostles; as 
well as at the announcement of His 
sufferings, and at the time of His trans- 
figuration, and at the time of His rejec- 
tion, and before teaching the disciples 
to pray. 

He said, “Men ought always to pray” 
(18:1), and He practiced what He 
preached. 

It is John W. Alexander who relates 
the incident about.a young man spying 
on a Christian leader regarding his 
“quiet time.” 

Apparently the young man was at- 
tending a summer youth camp in the 
woods where this Christian leader was 
a special speaker. 

He addressed the men one evening 
on this theme of the prayer life and 
emphasized the importance of starting 
each day with a prayer period—not a 
hasty minute or two, but a genuine 
period of meditation and communion 
with the Lord—perhaps using Mark 1: 
35, Luke 5:16, and 6:12 as a basis for 
his remarks. The emphasis had been 
on getting up early, before the whirl of 
the day’s activities began, to conduct 
this spiritual exercise. 

The young man apparently was only 
semiconvinced at the time and said to 
himself (as the leader was speaking): 
“I wonder if he practices what he is 
preaching? What time does he get up 
in the morning for this Bible study and 
prayer?” On the spot he decided to 
arise early the next morning and find 
out. 

Next morning at 5 o’clock the alarm 
went off in the young fellow’s tent. 
Quietly he sneaked out and posted him- 
self in a concealed spot on a low hill 
just behind the speaker’s tent. The 
lookout was ready to detect the moment 
at which the tent’s occupant arose. Five 
fifteen came and no sign of life; 5.30— 
and still no indication of activity in the 
tent occupied by the previous night’s 
speaker. Came 5.45, then 6 o’clock, and 
6.15 with no change. It was almost time 
for reveille; soon the whole camp would 
begin stirring into the day’s activities. 

The youthful critic, as he vividly de- 
scribed it in later years began to gloat 
fo himself: “A-ha, Mr. Speaker, your 
words sounded good last night. But 
where is the demonstration of them this 
morning?” 

Then suddenly there was a sound be- 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


hind him a few feet higher up the hill. 
It was the Christian leader. With Bible 
in hand he was returning from his 
morning rendezvous with the Lord! 

Not all disciples prefer the early 
morning hour; but whether morning, 
noon, or night, the promise will be found 
true, “They that wait upon the Lord 
shall renew [or change] their strength” 

(Isa, 40:31). 

“... He... went into a desert place... 
He went out into a mountain to pray 

. ” (Luke 4:42; 6:12).—Whether des- 
ert, mountain, seaside, or crowded city, 
one must find a nook to enter with the 
Book for meditation and prayer. 

One Christian said, “I would at one 
time read so many chapters of the Bible 
a day; and if I did not get through my 
usual quantity, I thought I was begin- 
ning to backslide. But, mind you, if a 
man had asked me two hours afterward 
what I had read, I could not tell him; 
I had nearly forgotten it all. 

“When I was a boy I used to hoe the 
corn, and I would hoe it so hastily, in 
order to get over so much ground, that 
at night I had to put a stick in the 
ground, so as to know next morning 
where I had left off! 

“That was somewhat the same man- 
ner as running through so many chap- 
ters each day. A man will say, ‘Wife, 
did I read that chapter?’ ‘Well,’ says 
she, ‘I don’t remember!’ Someone has 
well said, ‘If you have only three min- 
utes at a time to devote to Bible reading, 
devote one minute to reading, and two 
minutes to thinking about what you 
read.’ 

“The word ‘meditate’ really means to 
‘chew the cud.’ And any who have 
watched the cow chew her cud under- 
stand what God means when He tells 
us to meditate upon His Word. It is 
first to read the Word, then carefully 
mull it over in our minds until it 
reaches our hearts.” 

When the Word does reach our hearts, 
it will furnish us with wonderful mate- 
rial over which to pray. 

“Ask, and it shall be given you., - 
(Luke 11:9).—It is reported that Dr. 
Patton once met a pious friend with a 
troubled face, who said: “Doctor, you 
are just the man I have been wanting 
to see. I wish to ask you a question.” 

“Well,” said the Doctor, “what is it 
that is troubling you?” 

“We read.that God is good, just, merci- 
ful, and kind,” said the friend. “That 
is what we preach,” replied Dr. Patton. 

“The Bible further says, ‘Ask, and it 
shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” “Correctly quoted,” said the 
Doctor. 

“Now,” said the anxious one, “if all 
I have said is correct and the Bible be 
true, I want to ask you why it is that 
although I have been asking God to do 
certain things for me, I have not re- 
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ceived the answers as yet.” 

The doctor, turning and looking his 
questioner straight in the face, replied: 
“My friend, did it ever occur to you 
that you were presenting bills to God 
and asking payment for them before 
they were due?” 

On the other hand, we must not act 
like children who dart up to doors,’ 
knock vigorously, then rush away and 
hide before the doors are opened. 

Knock and wait for entrance and the 
answer. Blessing is promised to those 
who wait for the Lord (Isa. 30:18); as 
well as for those who wait on the Lord. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
ve 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, try to imagine, if you 

can, what life would be if we had 
no means of communicating with each 
other. We would be reduced to the 
Status of morons. We would starve to 
death, or freeze to death, or just wither 
away. Think of how many times a day 
you use your tongue, or your hands, or 
your eyes, or pen, or pencil, to tell 
what you are thinking about. It is a 
God-given facility which makes life 
possible. 

Ever since creation man has been ex- 
panding his powers of communication 
in the direction of distance. Man early 
began using signals which by sight 
would carry further than the voice. Even 
so late as 1815 the Duke of Wellington 
used movable signals to flash across the 
English Channel the news of his great 
victory over Napoleon at Waterloo. 

But the greatest human advance in 
communication has been made in the 
past 111 years, beginning in 1844 when 
Samuel Morse succeeded in sending the 
first message over a telegraph wire 
stretched from Baltimore to Washing- 
ton, consisting of four. words, “What hath 
God wrought.” This was followed in 
1876. when Alexander Graham Bell in- 
vented the telephone. In 1896 Marconi 
sent the first long-distance wireless 
message across the English Channel; it 
is now developed into radio which ex- 
tends across the seas between continents; 
and even a more wonderful kindred 
facility is radar which reaches out and 
reveals to the operator objects miles 
away and far out of sight; in other 
words, makes inanimate objects talk 
back! It would be a fanciful effort to 
try to imagine to what reaches mere 
man will yet go in expanding communi- 
cation. 

We marvel at these exploits, but, fel- 
lows, man by the grace of God has been 
given the far more wonderful facility 
for talking to God, and that is what our 
lesson is about today. God introduced 
it in the Garden of Eden thousands of 
years ago by asking a question. “Where 
art thou?” He inquired of Adam, and 
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Adam answered, “I heard thy voice in 
the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself.” If 
talking to God is praying (and I think 
it is), that was the first prayer ever made 
upon earth, as the record goes. Since 
that, down through the ages, God’s chil- 
dren have talked to their Heavenly 
Father in prayer. Some of those prayers 
were acceptable to God and He an- 
swered them, even miraculously, but 
many of them were selfish prayers and 
were unavailing. 

The disciples, observing how Jesus 
prayed with such intimacy with the 
Father, always praying for others and 
with such humility, must have had mis- 
givings about their own prayers, for 
they asked the Lord to teach them. And 
Jesus answered that prayer by giving 
them what is. known as the Lord’s 
Prayer. It was brief and it was simple, 
but it was also direct and all-inclusive. 
He also taught them the spirit of prayer, 
the attitude of prayer, the place of 
prayer, and the object of prayer. The 
marvelous thing about prayer is that it 
engages the wisdom and power of God, 
which is greater than everything else 
in the universe—that is when it is made 
in the name of Jesus and for His sake 
—and when we ask for an answer that 
is in the will of God. 

A selfish prayer is worthless; it would 
be tragic if God did grant some of the 
selfish prayers we make. If we are not 
careful we will find ourselves giving 
God a blueprint of what we want Him 
to do for us. True, He graciously gives 
us the privilege to “ask what ye will,” 
but let us remember that our judgment 
of our needs is very faulty, while His 
wisdom is faultless). He knows the 
future; we do not know what the next 
moment may bring. His love for us is 
greater than that of our parents, to 
whom He says, “If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall’ your 
Father which is in heaven give good 
things to them that ask him?” (Matt. 
7:11.) 

The best way you can start a prayer, 
fellows, is to ask the Holy Spirit to 
show you how and what to pray for. 
He will do that; and you may depend 
upon it that your prayer will be ac- 
ceptable to your Heavenly Father. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
Dd 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ET us begin today by putting up the 
first eleven emblems on our big 
chart in Luke. Two weeks ago we had 
nine, but now we have eleven. The 
girl who has the first one, please put 
it up right away, then the second, and 


so on. Let us see how quickly we can 
do this! (1) Angel and Zacharias, (2) 
Manger, (3) Jesus in the Temple, (4) 
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Satan Tempting Christ, (5) Jesus Heal- 
ing the Leper, (6) Jesus Healing the 
Man Brought in Bed, (7) Jesus Saying 
to Matthew, “Follow me,” (8) The Lord 
Raising the Widow’s Son, (9) The Sower, 
(10) Jesus on the Mount of Transfigura- 
tion, (11) The Good Samaritan. 


Put your Scripture Catechism Cards 
face down on the table. Now the girl 
on my left may turn hers over and ask 
the one on her left the first question. 
If she can answer it from memory, she 
will then turn her card over and ask 
the next girl the second question. Let 
us go around the group that way. If 
anyone cannot answer, go on to the next 
person. See if, among us, we can an- 
swer the first nine questions this way. 
Good! Now let us learn the last one this 
morning. Question 10, “Who, only, can 
take away sin?” Answer, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world” (John 1:29). There 
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Lesson for December |8 


are thirteen words in this verse, so let 
us say it thirteen times. Connie, you 
keep count for us. Repeat the Bible ref- 
erence at both beginning and end. Now 
see if you can each say it alone. This 
coming week people all over the world 
will be preparing to celebrate His birth. 
But many have forgotten that “Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save sin- 
ners.” Today’s verse reminds us of the 
cost of our salvation, for Christ had to 
become the Lamb of God, to die on the 
cross that we might be saved. Let us 
stop a minute now for silent prayer, 
asking God that we may truly “behold 
the Lamb of God” at this season, instead 
of just thinking of Him as a babe. 

You remember that Luke is present- 
ing our Saviour as the perfect man. 
Last Sunday, we found that the Good 
Samaritan was a type of our Saviour in 
His compassion and kindness. Did any 
of you. find an opportunity to show 
kindness this week? Charlene? (I don’t 
know if this would count or not, but 
I noticed that old Mrs. was sit- 
ting all alone in church last Sunday and 
that she had no hymnbook. I moved 
over so that she could look with me. 
She seemed so pleased that I have sat 
by her in each service since. She's 
very nice.) I’m so glad you did that, 
Charlene. She’s a dear old lady, and 
making a friend of her would please 
the Lord. 

Did you have something, Vivian? (I 
found a poor little pup that had been 
hit by a car, standing by the side of 
the road bleeding from his side and his 
leg. I bandaged him up the best I could, 
I thought maybe he would bite when 
suffering so and not knowing me, but 
instead he tried to wag his tail. While 
I was trying to help the pup, lots of 
cars went by but no one stopped, and 
I thought of the priest and the Levite 
who went by on the other side. Since 
no one came to help, I went to a nearby 
house to ask if they knew whose pup 
it was. They came out to see, but didn’t 
know. Then a boy on a bicycle stopped 
and he did know the ovitmers. So these 
folks took it home in their car. I hope 
it will get well.) 

When we talked about kindness last 
week, I was thinking of showing kindness 
to people. But I ami so glad you were 
kind to that poor pup. Can anyone 
think of a Bible verse that, says we 
should be’ kind to animals? (There’s 
one that says if your ox fall into a ditch 
you'’should get it out.—The Bible says 
that God notices if even a sparrow falls 
to the ground.) Right. There are other 
verses teaching kindness to animals, too, 
but we must get on with today’s lesson. 

This morning we are going to think 
about Christ, our example in prayer. 
Jesus prayed much and often when He 
was here on earth. Let us read Luke 
3:21, 22 together. Our blessed Lord 
always pleased God. If we want to 
please God, we must pray often, too. 
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I have five Bible references here, which 
tell of different places where Jesus 
prayed. If you want to look up one of 
them, please repeat the reference after 
me. Luke 4:42, Luke 5:16, Luke 9:18, 
Luke 9:28, 29. Now each of you in. turn 
read your verse, please, and then we'll 
see if we can remember the different 
places where Jesus prayed: (1) in a 
desert, (2) in the wilderness, (3) in a 
mountain, (4) somewhere alone, (5) on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Why. do 
you suppose He prayed in al] these dif- 
ferent places? (T8& show that we can 
pray anywhere. — So that He would not 
be disturbed.) Both of those are good 
answers. Think a minute of the second 
one. Jesus prayed in these lonely places 
so that He might not be disturbed. One 
of the references said that He prayed 
all night on a mountain. Perhaps He 
had no other place in which to pray. 
Remember that Jesus said, “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; 
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WANTED—Clerk-typist or assistant boo 
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but the Son of man hath not where to 
lay his head” (Luke 9:58). During part 
of His earthly life Jesus was homeless, 
but that did not keep Him from finding 
a quiet place for prayer. He prayed 
often and for a long time. Did you 
ever time yourself when you prayed? 
By this I mean looking at your watch 
before you start and then after you have 
finished. You may find that what seemed 
like a long prayer took only about five 
minutes. 

Now let us turn to Luke 10:21, 22. 
Here is one of Jesu$’ prayers. Notice 
it starts with “I thank thee.” Let us 
begin some of our prayers this Christmas 
season with thanking God. 

Our last Scripture this morning is in 
Luke 11. Let us read the first ten verses, 
It was after the disciples had seen Jesus 
pray that they said, “Lord, teach us to 
pray.” In answer to this request Jesus 
gave them a model prayer, the one 
known as the Lord’s Prayer. Notice 
that it begins with God’s name, God's 
Kingdom, and God’s will, and after that 
come the needs for the day. Read on 
down through the tenth:verse. After 
giving His disciples a model prayer, 
Jesus went on to encourage them to 
pray. In verses 5 through 8 He showed 
them how even a worldly man is af- 
fected by continuous pleading. Then in 
verse 9 He three times over promised 
an answer. Verse 10 puts it even more 
strongly. 

Girls, let us pray more this week! 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Work of Christ,” 
for memory work. These cards may be or- 
dered from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, 
Ferndale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
What God Can Do.—Ask, and it shall 

be given you (Luke 11:9, Golden Text). 
I shall never forget what the late Dr. A. 
C. Dixon of Spurgeon’s Tabernacle once 
said when speaking upon this theme of 
prayer. I cannot quote him verbatim, 
but the substance was this: “When we 
rely upon organization, we get what or- 
ganization can do; when we rely upon 
education, we get what education can 
do; when we rely upon eloquence, we 
get what eloquence can do; and so. on. 
Nor am I disposed to undervalue any of 
these things in their proper place. But,” 
he added impressively, “when we rely 
upon prayer, we get what God can do.” 
—From the European Harvest Field. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. Prize illustration. 


How To Break Stony Hearts.—And it 
came to pass in those days, that he went 
out into a mountain to pray, and con- 
tinued all night in prayer to God (Luke 
6:12). A clergyman, walking on the pub- 
lic highway, observed a poor man break- 
ing stones, and kneeling the while so 
that he might be able to do it more ef- 
fectually. Passing him and saluting him, 
he remarked, “Ah, John, I wish I could 
break the stony hearts of my hearers as 
easily as you are breaking those stones.” 
“Perhaps, Pastor,” he said, “you do not 
work on your knees.” Prayer brings 
down the power that can break the flint- 
iest heart—From the Prophetic Digest. 
Sent by Mrs. Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Learning To Go Alone.—He .. . went 
up into a mountain to pray (Luke 9:28). 
There is a place for fellowship, but not 
here. Eagles do not go in flocks. If you 
are minded to take the upper air, you 
must learn to go alone.—From Dr. Scho- 
field. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, East- 
bourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Worn Out in a Good Cause.—I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and_ prudent; and hast 
revealed them unto babes (Luke 10:21). 
Gipsy Smith says that when he was con- 
verted he immediately became anxious 
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P.O. Box 1830, Hollywood 28, California 
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Lesson for December 18 


for the conversion of his unele. Among 
gypsies it was not considered proper for 
children to address their elders on the 
subject of duty, and so the boy just 
prayed, and waited for God to open the 
way. One day his uncle noticed a hole 
in his trousers, and said, “Rodney, how 
is it that you have worn the knees of 
your pants so much faster than the rest 
of them?” “Uncle, I have worn them 
out praying for you, that God would 
make you a Christian,” the boy replied, 
and then the tears came, of course. 
Nothing more was said, but the uncle 
put his arm around the boy and drew 
him close to his breast, and soon was 
bending his knees to the same Saviour. 
—From the New Illustrator, Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans, 


“Let the Tears Flow.”—As he was 
praying in .a certain place (Luke 11:1). 
After the death of McCheyne, the most 
devout of Scotland’s sons, a minister 
called to see his manse and pulpit. The 
old sexton took him reverently into the 
library and bade him sit down at his 
desk. “Now,” he said, “put your elbows 
on the desk and your face between your 
hands and bow your head. Now let the 
tears flow. That was the way my pas- 
tor studied.” Then the sexton took him 
to the church and made him stand at 
the pulpit, open the Bible, and again put 
his face between his hands, and bow his 
head. “Now,” he said again, “let the 
tears flow. That was the way my pastor 
preached and prayed.”—From A. B. 
Simpson, Sent by the Rev. Guru Man- 
ickam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. 


All Joys in One.—Thy will be done 
(Luke 11:2). 
Thy Father reigns supreme above; 
The glory of His name 
Is Grace and Wisdom, Truth and Love, 
His will must be the same, 
And thou hast asked all joys in one, 
In whispering forth, “Thy will be done!” 


—From “Royal Commandments,” by F. 
R. Havergal. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Not in the Junk Business.—Give us 
day by day our daily bread (Luke 11: 
3). Dr. Walter Wilson and a missionary 
were engaged in prayer, both petition- 
ing God for a car greatly needed by the 
missionary in his work. After Dr. Wil- 
son’s prayer, the missionary began to 
pray thus: “O God, You know how 
badly I need a car on my field. Do, 
Lord, send me a car, any kind of an ‘old, 
ramshackle car.” “Stop praying like 
that,” interrupted Dr. Wilson, “our God 
is not in the junk business. 


“Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring; 
For His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much.” 


—From Gospel Herald. Sent by Charles 
V. Naugle, Macungie, Pa. 
we 
It is the greatest of all mistakes to do 
nothing because you can do only a little. 
—Keswick Calendar, 
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For Junlor Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Jesus Teaches His Friends To Pray 
(Luke 11:1-4) 


EACHERS, if some pupils have King 

James Version Bibles and some have 
American Revised or some other version, 
you may have a question come up. Why 
does the American Revised leave out 
parts ‘of the Lord’s Prayer? 

The Bible is very, very old. The first 
writings which were just what God 
wanted written have been lost or worn 
out. But before they were lost or worn 
out, copies were made by writing them 
by hand on paper. Later copies were 
made from those copies, and so on until 
printed books came. The men who 
copied were very careful because it was 
God’s Word. The very oldest copies of 
Luke which have yet been found do 
not have the parts left out. Perhaps 
in one of the old copies of Luke some- 
one had jotted down the parts of the 
prayer that Matthew gave another time 
when the Lord talked with His friends 
about prayer, so as to have them all 
there, just as we sometimes make notes 
in our Bibles to help us remember. The 
next one who copied may have thought 
the added notes belonged there as a 
part of the book and copied them 
right in. 

Anyway, the Lord did put seven things 
in a prayer the time Matthew tells about, 
and that is the way we usually learn it, 
so we will follow the King James Bible 
today. And you folks who have the 
American Revised see what the little 
notes at the bottom of the page say. 
Close this discussion with a prayer of 
thanks for God’s Word, for the careful 
men who copied it, and the printed 
Bibles we now have. 

Did you make a Christmas list—or 
send a letter to someone—of things 
that you want? How many things were 
there? Were they all for yourself? 

Here is a list the Lord made one time. 
(Write on the blackboard: Our Father, 
who is in Heaven: 

I want: 

1. Your name to be kept holy; 

2. Your Kingdom to come; 

3. Your will to be done down here just 

as it is in Heaven. 

4. What we need for today. 

You to forgive us. We also forgive 
everyone who has done something 
to us. 

6. You not to take us into trouble; 

7. But save us from harm. 

Discuss the meaning of each request as 

you write it.) 

Did you notice the Lord began by ask- 
ing for something for God before He 
asked for something just for us? Did 
your lists start that way? Then it would 
be good for us to say, “Lord, teach us 
to pray” (Luke 11:1, Memory Verse), 
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The Scroll of 


“the Law 


(Hebrew, Sefer Torah) 
One-third Actual Size 





Miniature Scroll 
A Beautiful Jewish 
Antiquity 


The Scroll is the most Sacred thing in 

the Jewish Synagogue. Christ read His 

introductory message from the Scroll in 
the Synagogue. 


Every Bible student ought to 
have one of these 
miniature scrolls 


OUR OFFER 


We want you to read THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE considered by many Bible stu- 
dents the most helpful paper on prophecy 
and the Jew published in America. It 
gives you inspiring reports of the world- 
wide activities of the American Board of 
Missions to the Jews, Inc. Also, we want 
ou to read the life story of Ex-Kabbi 
eens * Cohn, written by himself in a 
sixty-page booklet — one of the most 
thrilling ot stories you have ever read. Jews 
are really accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. 


The price of the Scroll is $1.50, and THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE is $1 a year (published 
ene | through May). Mr. Cohn’s auto- 

raphy is 50 cents. Send us $2 and we 
per pie you ALL and enter your name 
for a year’s subscription for THE CHOSEN 
PEOPLE; if not satistied, we'll return 
your money without a question. 


And may we remind you also of the con- 
tinuous need of our Missionary under- 
takings? Our work merits your every 
confidence. It is a program of world- 
wide Gospel testimony to the Jews. Your 
fellowship in pe and gift is always 
welcomed and appreciated. THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE is of course sent to all 
contributors. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, INC. 

236 W. 72nd St., Dept. 6, New York 23, N.Y. 

I enclose $2.00 for which please send me your 

Hebrew Miniature Scroll Combination. 


Use the enclosed §....-...seceseeeeccces for 
mission work among Jews. 





Pah @ cocecesccssceecocascase ces ces ccccnscnsessenusmsesuecsccctcs 

Address eqnensccnauecpecenatasasecegasnesceees® 

City...++- sever cee verses seeeesee+COM@eseeeerss State......... 
In Canada 


{ 39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 
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Five of the children at the Dong Sung 
Orphanage supported by 1.G.L. 
in Pusan, Korea. 


The only joy thousands of boys and girls in Korea 
and other parts of the world will know this 
Christmas is through the thoughtfulness of you 
who have been so faithful in your gifts and prayers. 


In your Christmas giving this year please remem- 
ber the boys and girls in Korea and other countries 
who have no dads and moms to give them the 
affection they so much need. Your gift, small or 
large, will help bring Christmas joy to some loving 
child — may bring salvation to some hungry soul. 
The International Gospel League is helping to 
care for over 300 orphans in her various orphan 
homes in Korea, India, and Africa. Thousands 
more are waiting for someone to care for them, 
and can only be taken in as more funds become 
available. 

You can have a part in this thrilling orphan min- 
istry by sending a special gift this month to help 
care for these lovable little creatures. 


* 
You are invited to send your contribution to 


INTERNATIONAL 


GOSPEL LEAGUE 
P.O. Box 357 
PASADENA 17, CALIFORNIA 


The International Gospel League has almost 200 
full-time missionaries on five major fields—includ- 
ing pastors, doctors, nurses, evangelists, Bible 
women. 

Major projects include orphanages, schools, 
churches, leprosariums, tract depots. 
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and learn to do it right! The Lord also 
told. a story that showed that even for 
geod things we do not always get an 
answer the first time we ask. Then He 
said, “Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you” (Luke 11:9, 
Golden Text). That means keep on ask- 
ing, seeking, and knocking. The Lord 
will give a good answer, even better 
than a daddy gives a hungry boy who 
asked for bread. He will give the Holy 
Spirit to live in our hearts and help us 
pray so our prayers will not be as selfish 
as our Christmas lists (Rom. 8:26, 27). 
Still I expect God will give you things 
on your Christmas list that you do not 
really need! 

Now for Christmas time, we go back 
to the first chapter of Luke to see how 
a father’s prayer was answered, and to 
hear the songs of the first Christmas 
time. 

Orono, MAINE. 

wy 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ISTEN to this: you will never grow 
to big to pray! You are never, never 
too little to pray! 

In the long, long, long ago, before any- 
one ever lived, God had angels to wor- 
ship Him. They did whatever He com- 
manded. But God wanted someone to 
love Him—someone with whom He could 
walk and talk. So He made Adam and 
Eve. How God must have loved walk- 
ing and talking with them! 

Today God still wants to walk and 
talk with His children. He is waiting 
each day to do so. How disappointed 
He must be when those who say they 
love Him never once in a whole day 
talk to Him! Talking with God, you 
know, is praying. We have probably 
all heard about the little girl who said 
she didn’t pray because she did not need 
anything! Isn’t that sad? 

What is praying? It is talking with 
God, of course. But about what are we 
to talk with God? Do preachers and 
teachers have to talk with God? Oh, yes, 
indeed! In fact, the more a man or 
woman (or boy or girl) knows about 
God, the more he wants to talk with 
Him. Even the Lord Jesus, God’s own 
precious Son, spent much time talking 
with God. Often He went alone from 
the crowds up to a mountainside to pray. 
Apparently He prayed for long times— 
right through the night. Yes, the busier 
a person is walking with God.and work- 
ing for God, the more time He must 
spend with God. The Lord Jesus found 
it so. Even though He was absolutely 
perfect, He needed time with God. If 
we really truly want to be more like 
the Lord Jesus, we must pray and pray 
and pray. 

The men who followed the Lord Jesus 
when He was on earth—His disciples 


—knew that over and over again the 
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Son of God prayed. So one day they 
said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

Even though they had worked with the 
Lord Jesus, they had to learn the right 

way to pray. Remember that they had 
only that part of the’ Bible which we 
know as the Old Testament. From that 
they could learn certain important truths 
about prayer. For example, they would 
have known that if they regarded (or 
approved) sin in their hearts, the Lord 
would not hear their prayer (Psa. 66: 

18). So they knew the importance of 
confessing any sin or any wrong that 
they had done. They knew, too, that 
if, when they confessed their sin to God 
they were really, truly sorry for that 
sin and purposed (with God’s help) 
neyer to do it again, He would forgive 
their sin (1 John 1:9). But they needed 
to know how to.come into God’s holy 
presence. 

They knew—and we must remember— 
that God is very, very holy. God is en- 
tirely different from a person here on 
earth, God knows everything. He 
knows what every person is doing. He 
knows what every person is saying. He 
knows what every person is thinking! 
God knows everything! God has made 
everything. And yet we are allowed to 
talk to Him. Isn’t that wonderful? The 
disciples, knowing something of the glory 
of God, wanted to know how they could 
ever speak to Him. So they said, “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 

That was when the precious Son of 
God gave His disciples a model prayer. 
We call it the Lord’s Prayer. And most 
every boy and girl knows that prayer. 
Our prayers, the Lord Jesus said, are 
to be addressed to God, “Our Father 
which art in heaven.” That is important 
to remember. Before the Lord Jesus 
lived, men were not allowed to talk 
directly to the great and wonderful true 
and living God of Heaven. They talked 
to a priest who talked to God for them. 
But since God sent His Son, that has 
been changed. And we—you and I— 
are able to go right into His holy pres- 
ence and talk with Him. When we 
use the word “hallowed,” 
“holy.” So, éach time we pray, we are 
reminded that God is holy. 

The Lord Jesus wants us to talk to God 
about the things we need, “Give us 
this day our daily bread.” We are really 
to believe that when we pray He hears 
us (1 John 5:14, 15). He will supply 
our needs, for He has promised to do 
so (Phil. 4:19). But He longs for us to 
talk ‘with Him about those needs. And 
how He loves to hear us say, “Thank 
you.” Do you remember to thank God 
for the many wonderful things He does 
for you and gives to you each day? That 
is very important! 

Prayer is very, very important. The 
Lord Jesus knew the necessity of prayer. 
And do you know what? Though He 
prayed much on earth, He continues to 
pray for us in Heaven. And nothing 


we mean — 
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makes Him happier than to find those 
whom He can take with Him into His 
Father’s presence. Are you praying 
each day? 

LANCASTER, Pa, 


4 
This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 967) 

1. His prayer life. 

2. Matthew (3:13:17), Mark (1:9-11), 
and Luke (3:21, 22). 

3. The opening of the heaven, the de- 
scent of the dove, and the Father’s voice 
of approval (Luke 3:21, 22). 

4. With prayer (4:42). 

5. His withdrawals for prayer (5:16). 

6. Before the appointment of the apos- 
tles (6: 12-16). 
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7. The question, “Whom say ye that 
I am?”—which elicited Peter’s great con- 
fession (9:18-20). 

8. Luke indicates that Christ went up 
the mountain to pray, and that the 
Transfiguration took place while He 
prayed (9:28, 29). 

9. He gave thanks for the Father’s will 

10:21). 

10. In the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 
6:9-13), and when a disciple asked, 
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1-4). 


ELMHukRsT, ILL. 
we 


The Faculty of Conscience 
(Continued from page 965) 


defense before the Sanhedrin he was 
able*to say, “I have lived*‘in all good 
conscience before God until this day” 
(Acts 23:1); and before Felix, “And 
herein do I exercise myself, to have al- 
Ways a conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men” (24:16). 

The Gentiles, “which have not the law 
-. . Shew the work of the law written 
in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness, and their thoughts the 
mean while accusing or else excusing 
one another” (Rom. 2:14, 15), Dr. Sco- 
field, in his note on Genesis 11:10, says: 
“The moral history of the great Gentile 
world is told in Romans 1:21-32, and its 
moral accountability in Romans 2:1-16, 
Conscience never acquits: it either ‘ac- 
cuses’ or ‘excuses.’” 

When Paul tells of his love for his 
Jewish brethren, he writes, “I say the 
truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience 
also bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost” (Rom. 9:1). Speaking of “the 
higher powers . . . ordained of God,” 
he says, “Wherefore ye must needs be 
subject, not only for wrath, but also for 
conscience sake” (Rom, 13:5); that is, 
not merely through fear of punishment 
for breaking the law, but in order that 
we may have quiet consciences. Paul 
appealed to the consciences of others 
(2 Cor. 4:2;'5:11). He writes of “a good 

.conscience” (1 Tim. 1:5, 19); “a pure 
conscience” (1 Tim. 3:9); “a seared con- 
science” (1 Tim. 4:2); “a defiled con- 
science” (Titus 1:15). 

The cleansing of the conscience 
through the blood of Christ is explained 
in Hebrews (9:9, 14; 10:1-3, 22). 

The Apostle Peter shows that for con- 
science’s sake a man may “endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully” (1 Pet. 2:20)— 
probably, therefore, be misunderstood. 
But a clear conscience is a_ strong 
weapon against eviidoers and their 
slander (1 Pet. 3:16). 

While every man has some conscience, 
yet in many it seems almost dead, 
through habitual sinning and ignorance 
of the Bible. An unenlightened con- 


science is not a safe guide, for a man 
may do wrong and yet say, “It doesn’t 
hurt my conscience.” 


There is the 
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church, a Bible school for 
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hackneyed #waying, which is not a safe 
rule, “Let your conscience be your 
guide”; for the conscience, under the 
dim light of human reason, can too 
easily be silenced by such human pas- 
sions as anger, lust, covetousness, jeal- 
ousy, and envy. Our consciences need 
to be constantly educated and stimu- 
lated by meditation in the Word of God 
under the teaching of the Holy Spirit. 


te 
With the New Books 


The Tabernacle in the Wilderness. By 
Charles E. Fuller. (Fleming H. ‘Revell 
Co., Westwood, N. J., $1.50.) One of 
the greatest blessings that comes to the 
child of God is to become familiar with 
Old Testament typology. Outstariding 
among the types is the Tabernacle in 
the wilderness, and Dr. Fuller has pre- 
pared this book to commemorate the 
thirtieth year of his internationally 
known radio ministry, the “Old Fash- 








Christmas joyful. 
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ess you. 


ré 
Rev. Jacob Peltz 


Many Hebrew Christians are persecuted and abandoned by their families. We must shepherd 
and sustain them who frequently lose all to follow Christ. Please send your Christmas offerings 





soon remembering our Lord’s words, “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least . . . 


BRING CHRISTMAS CHEER TO HEBREW CHRISTIANS 


We plead with you for children in our Orphan Home to make their 
Needy brethren of our Lord in the Holy Land, in 
Europe, and other places where our work extends are in distress. Pray 
for them this Christmas. 
many who lost all and now are elderly. Shall we forget them this Holy 
season? Send your gifts to help all these in distress as,soon as possible 


Concentration camps shattered the lives of 


To know of our needs please read these quotations. 
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ioned Revival Hour.” Each of the eleven 
chapters is devoted to some phase of 
the Tabernacle as picturing the finished 


work of our Lord Jesus Christ. Dr, ,; 


Fuller points out that Christ is the key 
to the Bible. He shows the approach 
to God, and the reader is given the joy 
of seeing that “Jesus is the brazen altar, 
Jesus is the laver, Jesus is the shew- 
bread, Jesus is the light, Jesus is the 
altar of incense, Jesus is the blood- 
sprinkled mercy seat,” and the like. 

An illustration of the Tabernacle show- 
ing the position of each of the articles 
of furnishings is helpful to the reader. 
A real enrichment of one’s faith and 
spiritual enlightenment’ is in store for 
all who read the book. 


History, Prophecy, and God. By Rob- 
bert Randall. (The Paternoster Press, 
London, W.C. 1; 8/6.) Both history and 
prophecy point to and find their fulfill- 
ment in Jesus Christ. Naturalistic ex- 
planations do not really explain. The 
Scriptures, on the other hand, give evi- 
dence of a real relation to actual events, 
and to the will of God as it has been 
revealed. From this study emerges a 
sound apologetic for the Christian faith: 
if Jesus Christ is all-important to his- 
tory and prophecy, how important is 
the decision an individual must make 
concerning Him! The volume abounds 
in Scripture references, and many of 
them are subjected to careful interpre- 
tation. This is a good book for a doubter 
to read, while the confirmed believer in 
the Bible will find real blessing in its 
study. 


Behind the Burden. By Mildred Allen 
Jeffery. (Pageant Press, Inc., 130 West 
42nd St., New York 36; $2.50.) Wide va- 
riety characterizes the contents of this 
charmingly written volume of verse. 
The poems are classified topically as: 
Inspirational, Sonnets, Nature, Home 
and Family, and Light Verse. Faith and 
love and joyousness shine forth from the 
pages, and a sense of humor in some 
of the sections. Many of the poems 
under the first topic are deeply devo- 
tional. Among those in a lighter vein, 
a quaint fantasy here and there is poetic 
license rather than theology. The final 
feature is Prose, comprising several brief, 
thought-provoking articles suitable for 
readings in religious programs. There 
is one rather amusing story for children, 
a conversation “Among the Vegetables.” 


Death ... and After? By Lee Rober- 
son, D.D. (Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
Wheaton, Ill, $1.50.) Some important 
questions about eternity find a Scriptural 
answer: Shall we know each other in 
Heaven? Yes! What happens when a 
baby dies? He goes to Heaven. Where 
are the dead, saved and lost? The saved, 
with the Lord; the lost, in conscious tor- 
ment. What about deathbed repentance? 
A man can be saved any time. In addi- 
tion, the author describes the ideal 
funeral sermon, and beautifully portrays 
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Heaven as a place without tears. His 
closing sermon is a sobering, pointed 
chapter entitled, “The Man Who Laughs 
at Eternal Hell-Fire.” The volume holds 
a blessing for all who will read it, 


Pulpit Themes. Matthew Henry and 
others (Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.80.) One hundred sermon 
outlines—some textual, some topical, all 
of them evangelical—are included in this 
reprint. The contributors are of another 
day: Andrew Fuller, Christmas Evans, 
and Matthew Henry. Their sermons 
cover many Biblical subjects. The vol- 
ume should be of help to those who 
wish to have illustrated the principles 
of homiletics, and who desire to use sim- 
ple outlines in their own preparation. 
A chapter, “Remarks on Preaching,” by 
Charles Finney gives brief, but helpful, 
hints on preparation and delivery. 


In Spirit and in Truth. By W. I. Howse. 
(Fleming H. Revell, Westwood, N. J., 
$1.50.) A veritable treasure is this little 
book of worship programs for the Sun- 
day school worker, young people’s group, 
missionary society, or other group where 
a devotional period is desired. There 
are nearly a hundred programs offered, 
all clearly and beautifully Scriptural. 
Each one is completely planned, with 
selected hymns, Scripture reading, a 
suggested prayer theme, and challenging 
outlines for two to ten minute messages. 
The wide variety as well as richness of 
the materia] offered is a surprise in so 
small a compass. 


Christian Parents Baby Book. By Alta 
Erb and Winifred Paul. (Mennonite Pub. 
House, Scottdale, Pa., $2.75.) In this 
handsome, white, leather-bound book is 
a wealth of suggestions for the parents 
of the new baby. A space is allotted 
for the keeping of every item of baby’s 
record, and each event and accomplish- 
ment in his first two years. There is 
counsel given for parents on many topics 
affecting the training of the child, a page 
each on Environment, Emotional Growth, 
Discipline, Habits, and so forth. There 
are bits of poetry, a song, and gems of 
thought from many sources. Cute illus- 
trations in colors adorn the pages, but 
plenty of space is allowed for baby’s 
pictures, and mementos of various occa- 
sions, 


The Unchanging Commission. By Da- 
vid H. Adeney. (Inter-Varsity Press, 
Chicago 10; $1.50.) Dr. Harold Ockenga, 
in his foreword to this helpful book, 
says that “a full consideration of its 
teaching will settle the question of a 
call and a career for many students who 
are now wrestling with the problem of 
the investment of their lives for Christ” 
(p. 4). This is in no sense an over- 
statement. Mr. Adeney writes out of 
a background of missionary experience, 
and also out of the conviction that “it 
becomes a sacred duty of every believer 
to discover God’s plan for his life” (p. 
7). To aid the believer in that quest, 
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the author has here presented a clear, 
objective picture of the situation in the 
world today, and of the responsibility 
of the Church of Christ and of the in- 
dividual believer in endeavoring to meet 
that need. He does not try to evade 
the problems that confront the mission- 
ary enterprise today, nor does he soften 
the demands that God—and the world 
situation—make upon the Christian in 
our time. 

Mr. Adeney insists that every Chris- 
tian is a part of God’s plan for making 
Christ known, and he laments the fact 
that “far too few evangelical Christians 
realize that whether they go overseas or 
remain at home, the profession or business 
in which they are engaged must also 
be integrated into God’s plan for the 
evangelization of the world” (p. 28). 

The author sees clearly the need for 
a strong national church, and he warns 
against anything less than this as the 
goal of missionary activity. He sweeps 
away all, superficial motives for mis- 
sionary service, and points out that the 
basic factor here “is not a consciousness 
of a great need, but rather a sense of 
commission—love manifesting itself 
through practical obedience” (p. 58). 
The chapter on “The Missionary for 
Today” is sound, helpful, and justifiably 
lofty in its demands. And Mr. Adeney 
sees clearly the practical implications for 
missions of a deep belief in the Lord’s 
return, and insists that those implica- 
tions be faced by all who claim to love 
His appearing. 

The book is well written, and char- 
acterized by the missionary passion of 
its author. It deserves wide reading, and 
should have a great ministry. A study 
guide for those who want to use the 
book with groups or classes is available 
upon request from the publishers. 


The Art of Winning Souls..By Herbert 
Lockyer, Litt.D. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 50 cents, paper.) 
This little book of eight chapters is a 
most practical and helpful treatise on 
this important theme. Dr. Lockyer 
stresses the urgency of this ministry and 
shows that all Christians should have 
some part in it. The final instructions 
in “Casting the Net,” how to meet ob- 
jections, and how to deal with certain 
groups such as agnostics, Jews, Roman 
Catholics, Seventh-Day Adventists, Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses, Spiritists, Unitarians, 
Universalists, Mormons, and the like, are 
especially helpful. Any pastor with 
only a small burden for souls will be 
blessed in studying this unusually dis- 
cerning little book. 


The Glorious Revival Under King 
Hezekiah. By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. 


(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., 50 cents, paper.) This is a very | 
readable and thorough study in fifty 
pages of the revival in Jerusalem under 
King Hezekiah as recorded in 2 Kings 
18:4-7, and more fully in 2 Chronicles 
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=Love never faileths 


FOR 


CHRIST NEVER FAILETH 
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Scott Mission Work 


BY REV. M. ZEIDMAN 


977 





The above caption is the watchword | 
of the Scott Mission. Indeed it is 
being proved to us a hundred times 
daily as we minister to hundreds of 
men, women, and children of every 
race, color, and creed. 


A Hebrew man came into our 
Mission a few days ago not to receive 
but rather to give. He handed us a 
dollar and said, “Mr. Zeidman, you 
don’t know me —I am a jew. but I 
think you are doing a wonderful work 
serving so many hundreds of people. 
Iam a Jew, but I like your religion. 
That's the kind of religion I want. 
You are my rabbi.” 


In our 30 years of ministry in the 
same city (Toronto) and in the same 
Mission, “Love Never Faileth” has 
been to us an inspiration, encourage- 
ment, and blessing. 


This testimony has been growing and 
is now reaching Jews in Israel as well as 
behind the Iron Curtain. Here is a letter 
translated from the Yiddish language. It 
is a letter of thanks from a Jew behind 
the Iron Curtain: “Dearly beloved Dr. 
Zeidman: Many heartiest thanks as I 
acknowledge the receipt of the package 
of medicine which arrived in very good 
condition. Words fail me to express my 
thanks and gratitude for what you have 
done for me and my young wife who is so 
seriously ill. We will never forget you 
for your kindness to us. You are like a 
father to us. I have no one else to tell 
my troubles. I earn very little, and we 
haven’t enough food, and about clothing 
we do not dare to think. I am 38 years old, 
but I am “grey like a pigeon.” I have so 
greatly aged because of my sickness, 
troubles, and misfortunes. We would be 
forever grateful if you could send us a 
food parcel. May God bless you and 
reward you for the work you do among 
our Jewish people. (Signed) Jasinski.” 


We urgently need your prayerful sup- 
port. Should you be led to help in this 
work please make checks payable to: 
THE SCOTT MISSION, INC, 

502 Spadina Ave. 
Toronto 4, Ontario, Canada 


Love never faileth for Christ never 
faileth. 
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tian psychology to family-life problems. 
Trial offer 4 months $1 
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Stumped for 
ideas on what 
to give?. 


No matter who’s on your list, 
your local Christian bookseller 
can be of real help to you in se- 
lecting the right book for each 
member of your family, the pas- 
tor or a personal friend. 


You'll enjoy browsing around 
his store, looking over the new 
titles. And be sure to ask him to 
show you the new Moopy PRESS 
novel, The Road Winds On, by 
Francena Arnold. It’s an excel- 
lent story of an inner-soul con- 
flict and how a young couple finds 
the will of God for their lives. 192 
pages, cloth, $2.50. 


Your Christian bookseller can 
supply you with books for every 








need and purpose. 


to any evangelical Christian minister, 
Sunday school or missionary superin- 
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“GOD'S LOVING MONEY RULE” 
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agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
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NEGRO PREACHERS 


need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
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chapters 29 to 31. Dr. Smith has brought 
together many important facts and fac- 
tors that relate to the general theme 
of spiritual revivals, and he has very 
clearly emphasized the conditions .and 
results of King Hezekiah’s spiritual lead- 
ership. The following chapter headings 
are suggestive: “A King Whose Heart 
Was Yielded to God”; “The Return to 
the Word of God”; “The Return to: the 
Worship of God”; “A Cleansing of the 
Temple and the Nation”; “The Return to 
Holy Living”; and the resulting “Return 
of Joy and of Prosperity.” Dr. Smith very 
pointedly suggests some of the needs 
of our present day, if we, too, are to 
see a real Heaven-sent revival. 


Christmas Services 
for Your Sunday School 


WO Christmas services for the Sun- 

day school, by Mary Brainerd Smith, 
will be available for use by busy super- 
intendents and teachers in their Sunday 
schools this year. They are, “Make His 
Praise Glorious” and “The Light That 
Dawned at Christmas.” Both are in the 
convenient folder form, with appropriate 
responsive Scripture readings, and with 
hymns and recitations for the various 
departmental groups, as well as hymns 
for the entire school, The hymns are 
set to familiar hymn tunes, and thus no 
long drilling of the school in special 
Christmas music is needed. 

An ample supply of both of these 
services is available, so that you merely 
have to indicate your preference. The 
cost is a modest one. You may have 
either service at 35 cents a dozen, or 
$2.50 a hundred. Please address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, indi- 
cating the service you prefer. 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 18 


Translate Christmas Into Service 
(Isa. 9:2-9; Gal. 4:4, 5) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EXT Sunday will be Christmas Day 
and so a series of two topics have 
been prepared under the over-all topic, 
“Because Christ Came.” This week we 
are to attempt to discover how, as a 
young people’s society and as individ- 
uals, we may translate Christmas into 
service for others. Next week we are 
to. think about Christmas around the 
world. 
bd 
Many of us, about this time of year, 
become imbued with what we call the 
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spirit of Christmas. We like to exchange 
gifts with friends and loved ones, and 
a sort of warm glow permeates our be. 
ings and prompts us to think kindly and 
act kindly toward others.’ But all too 
often our giving sinks to the exchange 
level and our thoughts are more likely 
to be upon what we get rather than upon 
what we give. If we are to understand 
and be motivated by the true meaning of 
Christmas, we shall have to begin with 
God and understand in some measure 
what the first Christmas meant to Him, 
If we can get His viewpoint and under- 
stand why He was willing to send His 
own Son as a little babe on that first 
Christmas night, then we shall begin to 
see that any service that we may do for 
others should be prompted, not by 
merely a warm feeling during the Christ- 
mas season, but by a heart filled with 
gratitude for what God has done for us 
and by the desire to do for and give 
to others as an expression of our grati- 
tude for God’s unspeakable gift. 


bd 


It was because of God’s love for man- 
kind that the Lord Jesus came (John 3: 
16). That love was not merited or de- 
served, for man, from Adam on down 
through the ages, had been disobedient 
and rebellious and had turned away from 
God. It was while we were yet sinners 
that Christ came and died for us (Rom. 
5:8). In the first portion chosen for our 
Scripture lesson for this week Isaiah 
reminds us that it was to those who were 
walking in darkness that the great light, 
embodied in the Lord Jesus Christ, came, 
It was a darkness, not of misfortune or 
the predawn of some evolutionary de- 
velopment, but a darkness of man’s own 
deliberate choosing when he rejected the 
light and turned his back upon God. 


Furthermore, the coming of the Lord 
Jesus was not some happy accident or 
some afterthought upon God’s part. 
Christ came to fulfill God’s definite plan 
and purpose to provide a way of redemp- 
tion for sinful man, and this plan and 
purpose had its origin in the determin- 
ate counsel and foreknowledge of God 
before the world began (Acts 2:23; 2 
Tim. 1:9; Titus 1:2). 


There is not time in one meeting to 
trace the course that God followed down 
through the centuries to insure the com- 
ing of the Seed that should bruise the 
Serpent’s head promised in Genesis 3:15. 
Sufficient it must be to show that “when 
the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons” (Gal. 4: 
4, 5). 

4 

Today, we love Him because He first 

loved us and gave Himself for us, and 
+ 
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all that we do in the way of service, 
either at the Christmas season or 
throughout the remainder of the year, 
must be motivated by this love if it is to 
be called Christian service. We may be 
helpful to others, we may give of our 
substance to those who are less fortunate, 
commendable as all that may be from a 
moral and ethical standpoint, and yet 
perform no Christian service. It is only 
when we do and give for Christ’s sake 
that our service is worthy of the name 
“Christian.” 
bd 

Now what can we do, either as individ- 
uals or as a Christian young people’s 
group? Are there shut-ins among your 
church membership who will be unable 
to get out to the Christmas service, and 
who might appreciate a short caro] sing 
at home, sponsored by some of the mem- 
bers of your group? Are there nearby 
sanitariums or hospitals, where a Christ- 
mas program put on by your group 
would be welcome?. Is there a railroad 
or trolley depot in your community 
where a carol sing and a testimony 
could be given each evening for several 
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evenings before Christmas? Make sure 
that if any of these opportunities are 
available it is with the distinct under- 
standing that a Christian testimony as 
to the real meaning of Christmas may be 
given. 

% 

.Are there deserving poor families and 
needy children in your neighborhood? 
Christmas baskets of food and toys and 
dolls, repaired and dressed by members 
of your group could be distributed on 
the day before Christmas. Undoubtedly 
some of the older members of your 
church will be glad to help in financing 
such a service as this. Here again, make 
sure that a clear word of Christian tes- 
timony is given by word of mouth and 
by Gospels or Scripture portions. It will 
be a tragedy if, in ministering to the 
physical needs of unfortunate ones in 
your community, you fail to give them 
the Word of Life that alone can meet 
their greater spiritual needs, 

we 

Above all, the greatest service you can 
do for God is to present your own self 
to Him. Far more than our gifts, or the 
service of our lips or our hands, God 
wants the service of our hearts. Will 
you give Him that “acceptable” and “rea- 
sonable” service (Rom. 12:1, 2) this 
Christmas time by presenting to Him 
your every faculty to be directed and 
used by Him as He sees fit? If you will 
do this, your Christian service will con- 


tinue, by His grace, uninterruptedly 
throughout the whole year. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 12 to 18 


Mon.—Luke 11:1-4. 
Jesus Gives a Prayer Pattern. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “When ye pray, 
say, Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
comé. Thy will be done, as in heaven, 
so in earth.” Dr. H. A. Ironside called 
this prayer: “The prayer that teaches 
us how to pray.” Here we are taught 
reverence due to God; interests which 
should be uppermost in our thinking; 
personal, physical, moral, and spiritual 
necessities, for which we must look to 
God. It is a great mistake not to be 
fixing this prayer in young minds, by 
neglecting to use it in services of public 
worship. Pray that the Lord’s pattern 
for prayer may be given due prominence 

in churches. 

Tues.—Luke 11:5-13. 

Jesus’ Teachings About Prayer. 


PRAYER SuccesTIONs: “Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
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Florida 


For complete information, 


Bible Conference 


Don’t leave God out of your vacation! 
Relax in Florida’s sunshine and “explore 
the Book” at the Annual Bible Confer- 
ence of the Calvary Baptist Church (un- 
affiliated), Bradenton, Florida, from 
January 8 through March 25, featuring 
some of our nation’s best Bible teachers. 


PASTOR D. E. LUTTRELL, Director 
3006 - 9th Ave., West Bradenton, Florida 
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Vol. 2 New Testament 
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knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” 
We are all interdependent people. 
Lord uses this spirit of interdependence 
to tell us how much we need His divine 
aid. Earthly friends are necessary, but 
God’s friendship is more necessary. As 
you view life’s prospects, you need the 
help of God immensely. Prayer is your 
God-given privilege. Pray that you may 
feel more keenly your everlasting need 
for the grace of God. 


Our. 


THE LITTLE JETTS YOUTH TALKS 


Character building is stressed and the great 
truths of the Bible are revealed in story and 
illustrated form. Price, $2.00 


THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS 


John Bunyan's famous story rewritten for 
young people and illustrated with the Little 
Jetts. Price, $2.00 


At All Bookstores or 


W. A. Wilde Company, Publishers 
131 Clarendon Street Boston 16, Mass. 


Wed.—Mark 1:35-39. 
Prayer Before Service. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And in the morn- 
ing, rising up a great while before day, 
he went out, and departed into a soli- 
tary place, and there prayed.” Our Lord 
did absolutely nothing apart from prayer. 
The wonderful words He spoke and the 
miracles He performed followed seasons 
of communion with the Father (see Isa. 
50:4, 5; John 5:17, 19). Any attempt on 
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This brand-new course features 
52 easy Bible lessons with twelve 
lesson themes as follows: 
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Creation 
David 
The Baby 
Jesus 
The Boy 
Jesus 


Jesus, 
Our Friend 


The Baby 
Moses 





Replacing the old Cradle Roll Lesson series, this new 
course also includes a full-color Bible story paper for every 
Sunday of the year, and a packet of visual aids. : 


The Teacher’s Manual 
A big 812 x 11-inch book, spiral bound in shiny Krome- 
kote. It contains songs, finger plays, activities, teaching 
suggestions, and handwork outlines, in addition to a year’s course of Bible-centered lessons. 
This complete manual also outlines the chalk talk for use on fourth Sundays of each month. . 


Teaching and Pupil Aids 
VISUAL AIDS PACKET includes a full-color flannelgraph lesson, a cyt-out lesson, and a Bible-art 
picture for each of the twelve lesson themes outlined above. No. 2661 $3.25 per packet 
A delightful four-page My Bible Story Paper in full color for weekly distribution. Carries the Bible 
lesson over to the child’s home life. No. 2660 80c. per packet of 52 papers 
Also available for use with this course are 4 construction paper books of things to make. Preschool 
Bible Activity Books Nos, 2436, 2437, 2438, 2439 25¢. each 


At your bookstore or STANDARD PUBLISHING Cincinnati, Ohio 


our part to promote His work without 
prayer is sin. God works only for them 
that pray and please Him. Pray to be 
more prayerful. . 


Thurs.—Luke 6:12-16. 
All Night in Prayer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He went out into 
a mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God.” People who 
have big business to transact with God 
take more time with God. Our Lord’s 
business that night involved great things 
in time and eternity. The call of the 
apostles who were to lay the first great 
stones of the Church upon Christ, the 
great rock foundation, and have their 
names engraved upon the everlasting 
gates of the city of God were in His 
mind. Do you have big business with 
God? Pray for the opening of the eyes 
of the understanding of the people of 
God to know the hope in His calling 
them to salvation and service. 


Fri—Luke 9:28-36. 
Prayer and Transfiguration, 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “As he Rrayed, 
the fashion of his countenance wag 
altered, and his raiment was white and 
glistering.” Christ’s divine glory shone 
out through the veil of His flesh on the 
Mount of Transfiguration as He com- 
muned with His Father in Heaven. 
Moses’ face shone when he came down 
from seeing God’s glory on Mt. Sinai. 
Prayer makes the darkened clouds with- 
draw. Time with the Lord dispels all 
gloom. Pray that you may be wise to 
steal awhile away to be with your Re- . 
deemer and Lord. 


Sat.—Mark 14:32-42. Agonizing Prayer. 


Prayer Svuccestions: “And he said, 
Abba, Father, all things are possible unto 
thee; take away this cup from me: nev- 
ertheless not what I will, but what thou 
wilt.” None can fathom the infinite 
sorrows of the Son of God. Gaze upon 
the scene in the Garden, and wonder at 
the cost of your salvation faced there 
by your substitute and mediator. Reve- 
lation 1:5 tells how saints in eternity 
will express their gratitude for His blood 
that redeems. Is this your attitude? 
(See Mark 14:37.) Pray for more love 
to your crucified Lord. 


Sun.—John 17:20-26. 
Jesus Prays for Us. 


PraYeR SuGcesTions: “Neither pray 
I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through 
their word.” The saved in Glory will 
be there due to Christ’s. prayers and 
the ransom paid for them in His 
blood. Let our prayers for others be 
in the Spirit, indicated in the above 
verse. Salvation for our friends is 
all of God, and all of grace, through 
Christ our Saviour. Pray for deeper 
appreciation of the blood of the Lamb 
of God. 














